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https://www.teachingcouncil.ie/assets/uploads/2023/08/teaching-council-strategic-plan-2022-to-2027.pdf


• Recording is not permitted

• Slides will be available on the Teaching Council website in 
the Féilte Hub section

• To ask a question, please use the chat function and we will 
have a Q&A section at the end of the webinar. Tá fáilte 
roimh cheisteanna as Gaeilge

Before we begin



• Féilte Bursary Scheme 2025
◦ Background
◦ How to apply 
◦ Key points
◦ Eligibility 
◦ Marking scheme
◦ Examples

• Q&A

Agenda



• To promote a culture of professional collaboration and 
knowledge sharing amongst teachers and schools

• To support schools in connecting, sharing, and learning 
from each other in a way that suits them best

• To promote teaching as a profession

FÉILTE Bursary Scheme 2025
A collaborative professional learning bursary



Féilte Bursary Scheme 2024

€100,000
total value of 

bursaries 
awarded

27
successful lead 

applicants

98
schools 

collaborating

15
counties

Summary



Ar oscailt!/Open!





Key Points
Collaboration

• Schools must collaborate on 
professional learning activities to apply

• Two or more schools can apply for 
€2,000

• Three or more schools can apply for 
€5,000

€5,000

€2,000



PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES THEMES

Forming professional learning communities
Hosting workshops/events

Inviting speakers
Joint professional development 

events/programmes
Organising a lesson study

Inclusive practice
Teaching of Gaeilge/through Gaeilge

Leadership & Professional relationships
Wellbeing

Teaching Council/Department  
policy/strategy

Professional Learning Activities
Aligned to themes

Applicants must submit a digital asset showing the impact 
these activities had on teacher professional learning



Eligibility criteria

Applicant must be registered with the Teaching Council

Applicant must apply on behalf of a school – primary, post primary or College of 
Further Education - in the Republic of Ireland

Lead school must partner with at least one other school

Consent must be sought from the principals of all schools named on the application

A school may act as a lead school on one application only

Schools may be named as collaborating schools on multiple applications

Application must include:
 a costed, itemised budget breakdown

 a description of the professional learning activities

 clear aims and objectives with regard to the impact of the project  on teacher professional learning

Projects that are in receipt of funding from another bursary scheme/grant are not 
eligible for funding under the Féilte Bursary Scheme 2025



Reasons for Ineligibility
2024

• Following screening against the eligibility criteria, 16 
applications were deemed ineligible in 2024

1

4

4

7

No collaboration with
another school

Insufficient detail on
budget

Schools named on
multiple applications

Insufficient focus on
teacher professional
learning



Funding

• A costed, itemised budget must be included on the 
application 

• If successful, recipients must send an updated broad 
outline of how the budget was spent to the Teaching 
Council 

• Payment will be made to the financial account of the lead 
school/ETB on the application only

• It is the responsibility of the lead school/ETB to manage the 
bursary payment in accordance with
◦ the application submitted, and,

◦ amongst the collaborating schools, as appropriate

• Successful schools will receive their funding in mid-January 
2026



Applications 
screened against 
eligibility criteria

Applicants notified of 
the outcome of this 

assessment via 
email

Unsuccessful 
applicants may ask 
for feedback and/or 
appeal the outcome 
of the assessment

Appeals assessed by 
an independent 

assessment panel 
not involved in the 
original decision

Appeals finalised and 
applicants notified of 

the outcome

Applications will be assessed against the marking scheme overleaf

Assessment Process

Applications 
assessed by an 

independent 
assessment panel



Marking Scheme 
Level of 

collaboration
(30 marks)

Impact on 
professional 

learning
(30 marks)

Relevance to themes 
and policies
(15 marks)

Quality of digital 
asset proposal

(10 marks)

Realistic budget 
breakdown
(10 marks)

• Involvement of 
multiple 
schools, HEIs, or 
education 
support centres

• Higher scores 
for wider or 
cross-sectoral 
collaboration

• Evidence of how 
the 
collaboration 
will occur

• Clearly defined 
objectives with 
significant and 
measurable 
impact on 
professional 
learning across 
schools

• Evidence of 
shared learning

• Teachers playing 
an active role in 
their learning

Strong alignment with 
chosen themes:
• Inclusive practice
• Teaching of 

Gaeilge/through 
Gaeilge

• Wellbeing
• Leadership and 

Professional 
Relationships

• Named 
policy/strategy 
from Teaching 
Council or Dept. of 
Education & Youth

Innovative, creative, 
and practical proposal 
for creating a digital 
asset showcasing the 
activity for wider 
promotion

Costed, itemised and 
well-justified budget 
breakdown



Adding value to your 
application

• Teachers playing an active role in their learning

• Cross-sectoral collaboration
◦ a lead primary school working with a post-primary school, a special 

school or a College of Further Education

◦ a lead post-primary school working with a primary school, a special 
school or a College of Further Education

◦ a lead special school working with a primary school, a post-primary 
school, or a College of Further Education

◦ a lead College of Further Education working with a primary school, a 
post-primary school or a special school

• In addition to collaboration with another school(s) as 
previously outlined, schools may collaborate with Higher 
Education Institutes and Education Centres



Digital asset, reflection and 
feedback survey 

• Bursary recipients must submit the following by 
6pm Friday 15 May 2026:
◦ a short, written reflection on your experience 

and the impact of the professional learning 
activities, (c. 200 words)

◦ a short feedback survey including a broad 
overview outlining how the bursary was spent

◦ a digital asset demonstrating the professional 
learning the teachers engaged in, and the 
impact on teacher professional learning



Examples



Example of Digital Assets
Padlet



Example of Digital Assets
Poster



Example of Digital Assets
Video reflection

https://youtu.be/lDwV3eSQW00


Example of Digital Assets
www.t-rex.ie





Ballymoney NS Newport College Portlaw NS

FÉILTE Bursary Recipients 2024

Scoil Aireagail



Timeline

LAUNCH
8 September 

WEBINAR
24 September

EVALUATION OF 
APPLICATIONS

28 November: 
Process complete

1 December: 
Schools notified of 

result

DEADLINE FOR 
APPLICATIONS

31 October

APPEALS
8 December deadline 
for receipt of appeals

12 January: Bursary 
transferred to school 

accounts

SUBMISSION OF FEEDBACK
15 May: Deadline for 

submission of written 
reflection, feedback and digital 

assets, and evaluation of 
scheme completed

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING ACTIVITIES  ONGOING

PAYMENT TO SCHOOLS

January – May 2026



Other supports available

• Registered teachers can access a FREE 
online library by logging into their My 
Registration account via the Teaching 
Council website.

Online library



Contact us

The Teaching Council
Block A, Maynooth Business Campus, Maynooth, Co. Kildare, W23 Y7X0 Ireland

+353 (1) 651 7900
info@teachingcouncil.ie

feilte@teachingcouncil.ie

https://vimeo.com/107842662
https://www.facebook.com/TheTeachingCouncil/
https://twitter.com/TeachingCouncil
https://www.instagram.com/teachingcouncil/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-teaching-council


Questions / Ceisteanna



Go raibh maith agaibh

Thank you
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