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There is a gap in current literature regarding 

the impact a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum 

Disorder (ASD) has on a child’s post-primary 

education. Previous research highlights the 

many different teaching and learning 

approaches used to enhance the educational 

experience for children with ASD. However, 

there is a lack of research regarding the 

implications a diagnosis of ASD has on a 

child’s education at post-primary level. 

Therefore, the aim of this dissertation is to 

explore the impact an ASD diagnosis has on a 

child’s post-primary education, including 

positive and negative implications, teacher’s 

confidence and abilities and teaching and 

learning approaches. The researcher engaged 

in qualitative research, using a 

phenomenological approach, by conducting 

semi-structured interviews with four subject 

teachers and a member of the Special 

Educational Needs (SEN) team. Questions 

were based on teacher’s personal teaching 

experiences relating to ASD. The teachers 

were selected based on certain criteria, 

including teaching background and variety of 

subjects. This was to ensure the researcher 

was not biased to a particular group of 

teachers and was conducted using quota 

sampling. The findings provided insight into 

how children with ASD are taught, teachers’ 

understanding of ASD and various teaching 

and learning approaches used by 

professionals. It was found that a diagnosis of 

ASD has a positive impact on a child’s post-

primary education and enables the school to 

develop a student support file using a whole 

school approach. The findings highlighted the 

gap that exists between policy and practices 

and the lack of training and support available 

for subject teachers. The researcher 

concludes, that guidelines and policies should 

be implemented to ensure teachers receive 

necessary support and training in the field of 

ASD, in an aim to close the gap that exists 

between policy and practice.

The main finding throughout this dissertation, 

is the gap which exists between policy and 

practice regarding how children with ASD are 

taught. This finding answers the research 

question and each embedded question, in its 

own right. This poses a negative impact on a 

child’s post-primary education, however this is 

not a direct impact of an ASD diagnosis. 

There is a gap between policies and 

guidelines provided for post-primary schools 

to follow and what happens within the 

classroom. This fails to correlate with policies 

provided by the DES and fails to ensure each 

child with ASD receives a quality post-primary 

education. It was found that teachers lack 

confidence within their abilities to teach 

children with ASD. There were multiple 

reasons for this which included, lack of 

understanding, the complexity of the disorder 

and lack of training. Another key finding from 

this dissertation, was the positive impact a 

diagnosis of ASD has on a child’s post-

primary education. Each participant stated 

that once a child receives an ASD diagnosis a 

whole school approach is implemented to 

create a student support file, which best 

caters for the needs of this child.

Teachers illustrated a lack of confidence in their ability to 

teach children with ASD. This can impact a child with ASD 

post-primary education, as teachers might not be able to 

teach them to the best of their abilities. This will create a 

negative impact on education received. It illustrates that 

teachers are not confident to teach children with ASD and 

again highlights the gap which exists between policy and 

practice. However this is not a direct impact of a diagnosis, 

instead the problem lies with lack of training, resources 

and understanding. It is also clear that an ASD diagnosis 

poses a positive impact on a child’s post-primary 

education. Each participant stated that once a child 

receives an ASD diagnosis a whole school approach is 

implemented to create a student support file, which best 

caters for the needs of this child. The SEN team, 

management and each subject teacher collaborate to 

ensure the child learns to the best of their ability. Teaching 

approaches are implemented in classrooms, such as 

visual aids, SNA support and others which allow the child 

to progress through the continuum of support. This 

highlights that the impact an ASD diagnosis has on a 

child’s post-primary education is positive, as once a child 

receives a diagnosis, strategies can be put in place to aid 

their learning. Collaboration is implemented and each staff 

member has a role to play. This would not be in place 

without receiving a diagnosis of ASD. 

The appropriate method chosen to answer the 

research question is qualitative research. The 

question at hand aims to explore the implications 

a diagnosis of ASD has on a child’s post-primary 

education. The research design interpreted to 

this dissertation is qualitative research. 

Qualitative research aims to expand our 

understanding of human behaviour by exploring 

the root reasons for individuals who behave and 

think as they do. The research method 

associated with this dissertation is semi-

structured interviews. The rational for conducting 

semi-structured interviews is as they allow for 

‘open responses in the participants’ own words. 

The sampling method used to conduct this study 

was quota sampling. This method was chosen 

as it allows the researcher to focus on those 

most appropriate to answer the research 

questions.

It is evident that teaching and learning has come a long 

way in terms of ASD. Research has allowed for a better 

understanding of the complex disorder. Strategies, 

methodologies, resources, guidelines and policies are 

available to post-primary schools to cater for the needs of 

ASD students. There is a significant gap between policy 

and practices regarding the post-primary education of 

children with ASD. However, receiving a diagnosis of ASD 

has a positive impact on a child’s post-primary education. 

An ASD diagnosis encourages collaboration and initiates a 

whole school approach to cater for the specific needs of 

each individual child. An ASD diagnosis allows the school 

to cater for a child’s needs, enabling them to learn to the 

best of their ability within a post-primary school setting.

This dissertation is concerned with the influence of 

assessment on the post-primary education of children 

with ASD. The stimulus for this research hails from my 

individual interest in the education of children with ASD, 

in particular how receiving a diagnosis impacts the post-

primary educational experience. Autism prevalence 

rates are increasing in Ireland. A report conducted by 

the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) in 

2016 found that ‘one in every 65 students or 1.5% of the 

schools’ population has a diagnosis of autism. This 

equates to approximately 14,000 students’. The 

research question associated with this dissertation is 

‘What impact does receiving a diagnosis of ASD have 

on a child’s post-primary education?’  The embedded 

questions which underpin the research question are:

1. What are the different teaching and learning 

approaches used in regards to children with ASD?

2. Are teachers trained and confident to teach 

children with ASD?

3. What are the positive and negative implications 

receiving a diagnosis of ASD has on a child’s post-

primary education?
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