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Fáilte go FÉILTE! 

Welcome to the third annual FÉILTE!

This Festival of Education in Learning and Teaching Excellence has grown to become one of the 
largest gatherings of teachers in Ireland. It offers a wonderful opportunity for teachers, parents 
and the wider public to talk about teaching and learning. These conversations  can help everyone 
involved in teaching and learning to help our children, young people and adult learners write their 
own contributions to the future that we will all share. 

What is FÉILTE? FÉILTE is a celebration of what is, in order to re-imagine what might be. Through 
showcases, workshops, panel discussions, a Teachmeet and the first Researchmeet, teachers are 
painting the story of teaching as it is on a rich and varied canvas. FÉILTE is a space where we can all 
step back and reflect on what we see and hear, and think about how we might learn from that to 
shape our own learning environments at home. 

FÉILTE is a celebration of teaching and learning. At FÉILTE, we can all celebrate the innovation that 
teachers are leading in partnership with parents and learners. This leadership happens in a myriad 
of ways at all times of the week - in conferences, seminars, subject association meetings, during the 
week, at night, and at the weekends. FÉILTE is a national platform on which teachers can openly 
celebrate this commitment to teaching and their own professional learning, to lead the learning of 
others. It is where the implicit is made explicit. 

Duncan Watts has said that “in science, just as in life, one cannot simply fast-forward the tape to see 
what the ending looks like, because the ending is written only in the process of getting there.” Take 
the time to walk your own journey of learning and celebration at FÉILTE today. You will have ample 
space and time to think and talk about that journey. Please share your thoughts via twitter (@FÉILTE 
and @TeachingCouncil) and also in person. For at the end of the day, education is about people 
helping people, to learn.

Tomás Ó Ruairc 
Stiúrthóir / Director 
Teaching Council
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9.00 – 10.00am  REGISTRATION 

 Attendees welcome to visit teachers’ showcases   

Morning sessions (Concert Hall)
10.00 – 11.45am Welcome by Teaching Council Chairman, Micheál Ó Gríofa
 Showing of World Teachers’ Day video messages (Part 1)
 Performance by National Children’s Choir

Introduction from Teaching Council Director, Tomás Ó Ruairc
Keynote address by inspirational speaker and adventurist, Mark Pollock  

Lunch   

12.00 – 2.00pm Hot lunch available at a cost of €10 in Hall 3 
Tea, coffee and water will be complimentary throughout the day  
Cash only will be accepted on the day 
No ATMs are available at the venue 

Showcases

12.00 – 2.45pm Attendees welcome to visit teachers’ showcases

Workshops

12.00 – 2.45pm Tickets for workshops are provided at registration. Spaces are limited.  
If you cannot attend, please pass on your ticket.

See separate timetable

2015  Programme 
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Library 

12.00 – 1.30pm Teachmeet 
Teachmeets give all primary educators an opportunity to share project ideas, lessons, resources and tools. Each 
meet features a series of two or seven minute long presentations, after which the attendees meet the presenters 
to discuss items in more detail. See later for more information about the speakers at today’s Teachmeet. 

1.30 – 2.45pm Researchmeet  
Researchmeet is a new innovation and experiment within FÉILTE. It will be a Teachmeet purely about research. 
Teachers will give nano-presentations on formal research of their own. See later for more information.

Afternoon sessions (Concert Hall) 

Panels will be chaired by Keelin Shanley, broadcaster

11.45 – 12.45pm  Have we gone too far in our quest to make our children technically literate?  

The technological advances of the last two decades have transformed the education 
landscape. From interactive whiteboards, to online research, to Skype conversations with 
classrooms abroad, learners today are connected in a way that previous generations could never have imagined. 
Some people, however, believe that technology is having an adverse impact on learners. Others are concerned 
at the hype that they feel surrounds much of the discussion on technology in education. And other people may 
feel that technology is sometimes adopted without giving sufficient thought to how it will actually enhance 
teaching and learning. This panel discussion will explore the tensions inherent in the relationship between 
teaching, learning and technology, all in a context where education can be seen as a process where people help 
people to learn. Members of the panel:

	 Students Cathy Hynes and Eve Casey, BT Young Scientist and Technology group winner 2014, and teacher 
Kathleen O’Brien from Kinsale Community School.

	 Ciara McArdle, a student from Pobalscoil na Tríonóide, winner of the 2014 National Newspapers of 
Ireland Press Pack competition with her article “The Terror that is Technology: We are being brainwashed”

	 Tom Butler, Professor in Business Information Systems at UCC, says that recent research findings have 
shown that cognitive scientists, neurologists, and psychologists are unsure about how the human brain is 
being altered by the use of information technologies.

12.45 – 1.45pm How do we involve parents more effectively in their children’s learning? 

The need for parents and teachers to work more closely together is widely acknowledged by all those with an 
interest in the learning experiences of our children and young people. In a context where people feel that the 
pace of modern living continues to accelerate, there can often be different views as to how such enhanced 
co-operation can most appropriately and effectively work. This panel discussion will explore these views and 
discuss ways for the whole school community to work in partnership for the benefit of learners. Members of the 
panel:

 Teachers Orla Brennan, former teacher at Scoil Iognáid de Rís, Kilkenny, recently seconded as Regional 
Development Officer with the NIPT, Avril Switzer, St. Kevin’s College, Crumlin

 Paul Gilligan, CEO at St. Patrick’s University Hospital

	 Tomás Ó Ruairc, Director of the Teaching Council

	 Áine Lynch, CEO of the National Parents Council (Primary)

	 Don Myers, CEO of the National Parents Council (Post-Primary)
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1.45 – 2.45pm How can we fully integrate mindfulness and well-being into teaching and learning in our schools?

The last three years have seen a remarkable change in how we talk about well-being in Ireland. Panel 
discussions at FÉILTE in 2014 and 2015 have drawn a hugely positive reaction from teachers and the public, 
and have helped open the conversation about well-being in teaching and learning. There is an emerging 
sense that having helped to create a space for these conversations, we need to move it on to a new level. 
This would entail a practical emphasis on how teachers can integrate mindfulness in a meaningful way in 
their teaching and learning. This can appear to be a daunting challenge to many teachers, given how busy 
school life already is. 

Anita Fennelly is a teacher of sixth class in the Heath National School in Co. Laois. During the last school 
year, she has worked hard at integrating mindfulness into her daily classroom practice. Based on her 
experience, well-being is the bedrock of all teaching and learning, and she believes that it is possible to 
fully integrate mindfulness into daily practice in a way that ensures that the students receive a high quality 
teaching and learning experience. The students conducted a number of experiments which sought to 
determine what impact regular mindfulness practice would have on them in a number of areas, including 
academic and sporting performance. 

In this panel discussion, Anita, her principal David O’Brien, students and parents will talk about their journey 
of learning over the past school year – the various challenges they faced in implementing this new way of 
working, the impact it has had on them personally and professionally, and how they will take this learning 
forward in their own lives into the future. 

This panel will feature a short film about well-being in Heath National School.

Members of the panel from Heath National School, Co. Laois:

	 Anita Fennelly, Teacher
	 David O’Brien, Principal
	 Wlliam Conway, Pupil
	 Caragh La Cumber, Pupil
	 Yvonne La Cumber, Parent

2.55 – 3.15pm Showing of World Teachers’ Day video messages (Part 2)  
Minister for Education and Skills, Jan O’Sullivan T.D.

3.15 – 4.00pm Keynote address by Psychologist, and author of Flourishing, Maureen Gaffney  

  

Closing Sessions (Concert Hall) 

4.00 – 4.30pm Close by Teaching Council Director, Tomás Ó Ruairc 
Performance by CÓRus                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

4.30 – 5.00pm Showcases open for viewing 

FÉILTE 2016 will take place on Saturday, 1st October 2016, RDS
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Dodder Room A 

12.00 – 12.45pm Zoom Ahead (Primary)
Encouraging greater parental inclusion in their children’s education by working in partnership with parents to 
develop children’s literacy and numeracy skills.

1.00 – 1.45pm School of Life Skills (Post-primary)
Preparing young people for their journey through life, and for choosing a career before applying for Third Level.

2.00 – 2.45pm Curriculum Innovation within Special Schools (Post-primary) 
Developing short courses for special schools. 

Dodder Room B

12.00 – 12.45pm Next STEP Transfer Programme (Primary and post-primary) 
Preparing primary school pupils for the transfer to post-primary education.

1.00 – 1.45pm Gaelgory  (Post-primary)
Helping students to embrace the Irish language through the use of an Irish speaking dinosaur, T-Rex Ó Saurus.

2.00 – 2.45pm Edison – Entrepreneurial Education (Post-primary)
Equipping teachers with the skills to model entrepreneurship in the classroom. 

Dodder Rooms  D & E

12.00 – 12.45pm Teacher/Artist Partnership in context and sharing the learning from practice

1.00 – 1.45pm Exploring Teacher/Artist Partnership as a model of CPD for Supporting and Enhancing Arts Education 
in Ireland: a research report

Lansdowne Room

12.00 – 12.45pm Chill Out Ireland (Cross-sectoral)
Educating children and young people to understand their own mental health, and give them life skills which 
reduce stress, increase confidence and promote well-being.

1.00 – 1.45pm Further Education Highlights (Further Education)
Showing the results of innovative teaching and learning in further education, through focussing on events, 
experiences and material objects. 

2.00 – 2.45pm Living Classroom (Cross-sectoral)
Using the school grounds to bring teaching and learning outdoors.

Workshops
While we have noted which sector the workshop is focussed on, each workshop 
may have cross-sectoral learning.

Tickets for workshops will be provided at registration. You are advised to review this 
list so you can request a ticket for your preferred workshop at registration.

Please note spaces are limited. Tickets will be allocated on a first come basis.

Read more about each workshop under the  
showcase section of this programme

Look out for coloured  
signs to the workshop 
rooms.
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Advertisement Production
Stand: 45
Advertising in Action is a module created around the key skills of 
the New Junior Cycle English. It involves collaboration among a 
number of participants including pupils, teachers and members of 
the business community.  It endorses teamwork amongst students, 
creative and practical use of IT, peer and self-assessment and oral 
literacy. The programme has improved oral, written and IT literacy 
achievement and enhanced attitudes towards literacy among the 
children in the study.

Amgen Teach: Promoting Inquiry in Science
Stand: 28
In collaboration with European Schoolnet and the Professional 
Development Service for Teachers (PDST), the AMGEN foundation 
has launched Amgen Teach in Ireland. This is a three-year 
professional development initiative, designed to further inspire 
and engage young people’s interest in science by strengthening the 
ability of secondary school teachers to use inquiry-based teaching 
strategies in their classrooms.  The inquiry approach in the science 
classroom involves students posing questions, researching 
information, diagnosing problems, understanding cause and 
effect, debating with peers, forming coherent arguments and 
critiquing experiments.

Architecture in Schools Project with  
Transition Years
Stand: 7
The Architecture in Schools programme is a collaboration between 
architect, teacher and transition year students. The students are 
given a brief and, with support from the architect, they design a 
model. The programme has developed the confidence, problem 
solving skills, and communications skills among the students, 
as well as increasing their awareness and understanding of 
architecture. 

BEO – Gnó s’giota / Business with a bang
Stand: 10
Thosaigh BEO mar scéim idirbhliana sa bhliain 2009. BEO was 
founded by transition year students from Coláiste Ailigh, St. 
Eunan’s College, Loreto Convent and Errigal College, all schools 
located in Letterkenny. BEO aims to get young people interested 
in music by encouraging them to organise a series of concerts 
in their local area. Students are in charge of every aspect of the 
organisational process – booking the acts, promotion of events, 
filming of concerts, etc. This encourages an interest in live music, 
while helping students develop a wide range of organisational and 
communication skills. This project also puts a firm emphasis on 
the Irish language and seeks to encompass it in the organisational 
process – “Is fearr Gaeilge bhriste, ná Béarla cliste”. It is the aim 
of all those involved in BEO that this project will continue to grow 
nationwide.

Blended Learning & Technology: Integration in the Classroom
Stand: 47
A demonstration of how blending learning and technology in the 
classroom can be adapted for everyday lessons, using tools such 
as the Google Education Suite, Flipboard, and Edmodo.  

CAST Film Festival: An Initiative to Promote Positive 
Mental Health
Stand: 41
CAST (Caring About Society Together) is a National Positive Mental 
Health event which has grown from a local project to a national 
event. It is supported by the National Office for Suicide Prevention, 
Pieta House and Mental Health Ireland. Its focus is on Positive 
Mental Health, bringing together research, story writing and film 
studies. 

Celebrating 20 Years of Leaving Certificate Applied
Stand: 38
Demonstrating excellent engagement and achievement in the 
Leaving Certificate Applied, this showcase will highlight some of 
the exceptional tasks completed by LCANA students from around 
the country.  

Showcases (A-Z)
The floorplan at the end of this programme shows where each numbered stand is situated
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CESI (Computers in Education Society of Ireland) 
Stand: 43
CESI (Computers in Education Society of Ireland) promotes the 
practical implementation of ICT at school and classroom level. 
Organised by practitioners for practitioners, this showcase 
will share ideas and approaches, big and small that are 
implementable in the context of teaching at all levels. 

ChillOut Ireland
Stand: 35 and workshops in the Lansdowne Room,  
12.00 - 12.45pm
Educating children and young people in understanding their own 
mental health from a young age, gives them a set of life skills 
that will give them strength through their teenage years and 
ultimately, into adulthood.  ChillOut Ireland aims to offer each 
person a safe space in which they can learn new life skills that, if 
used regularly, can most definitely reduce stress levels, increase 
confidence and promote well-being. ChillOut Ireland also trains 
teachers in these skills (both primary and post-primary) through a 
Department of Education and Skills approved course.

Cogs and Axles
Stand: 49
Henry’s Piano and the Lévó is a beautifully designed and visually 
stimulating primary level resource aimed at capturing pupils’ 
imagination and encouraging hands on learning in Science 
and Mathematics. The resource makes the teaching of science 
rewarding and enjoyable, leading to a much more positive 
attitude towards mathematics and science. 

Creating an Inclusive Classroom by Preventing 
Homophobic and Transphobic Bullying 
Stand: 2
Together with three colleagues from the INTO LGBT Teachers’ 
Group, Cecilia Gavigan developed “Different families, same love”, 
a poster and lesson plans aimed at fostering respect for different 
identities and family types as a preventative strategy for bullying. 
This project demonstrates how resources of this nature can be 
used to educate against identity-based bullying of any nature. 

Creative Engagement Arts in Education project
Stand: 25
Creative Engagement has been a leader in arts-in-education in 
second level schools since 2006.  The teacher’s work reflects the 
ideals of the Arts in Education Charter. The arts projects range 
from theatre, dance and music to sculpture, graphic design and 
stained glass. Innovative partnerships and teaching and learning 
techniques have been a feature of Creative Engagement.

Creative Schools Award
Stand: 40
Approximately 50 primary and post-primary schools are now 
involved in the Creative Schools Award. The Award aims to foster 
creativity and the arts in the school environment. Schools are 
required to develop a creative project. This may be an arts-based 
project incorporating other subject areas or may be a project 
that centres on innovative approaches in one or a number of 
curriculum areas.

Curriculum Innovation within Special Schools
Stand: 22 and Workshop Room A, 2.00 - 2.45pm
Within a pioneering community, six special schools are 
undertaking the process of short course development. Teachers 
will meet on five occasions, supported by a learning blog, to bring 
their short courses, from the consultation and subsequent scoping 
phases, through a process of continual refinement, to a final 
document. 

Droichead
Hall 6 
Almost 300 schools around the country are currently involved 
in Droichead (the Irish word for bridge); a process designed to 
reflect the importance of the induction phase of the teacher’s 
lifelong learning journey. Droichead was developed following a 
consultation process with teachers and other stakeholders, and 
is grounded in the belief that the people best placed to conduct 
a formal welcome into the profession, are experienced fellow 
professionals who know what is involved in teaching and learning 
in their school. At the heart of the process is mentoring; offering 
the newly qualified teacher a continuum of support. Come and 
meet the schools to hear about their experiences, and the NIPT 
(National Induction Programme for Teachers), who provide 
support for the process through the provision of a range of 
structures and resources. 

Early Focus
Stand: 21
For children to be in a good place to learn they need to have their 
very basic needs met. Early Focus is nurture based in approach 
and uses elements of current evidence based modalities to meet 
the needs of school children. Positive relationships between the 
children and well-informed, intuitive adults ensure that elements 
of attachment theory, mindfulness, positive psychology, cognitive 
behavioral therapy, emotional freedom techniques, Brain Gym, 
process art/music and energy medicine are all used throughout 
the day. 
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Edison - Entrepreneurial Education
Stand: 12 and Workshop Room B, 2.00 - 2.45pm
The programme aims to awaken the entrepreneur in the teacher 
and to equip them with the necessary skills and support to enable 
them to model entrepreneurship in the classroom, instilling 
the skills and attitudes of entrepreneurship in students. The 
programme focuses on 5 key entrepreneurial competencies: 
creativity, teamwork, convincing, risk-taking and adaptability.

Engineering Technology Education in Ireland
Stand: 46
Through engineering, technology and DCG, students learn modern 
and transferable skills. Innovative practice will be demonstrated 
through showcasing of exemplar student work from across the 
country. 

Espanol en Dublin 
Stand: 8
Children use their iPads to video family and neighbours, bringing 
Espanol into context. In a two minute snapshot of their lives, they 
contextualise the language in a fun, creative and inspiring way.

EU-Topia+
Stand: 34
EU-Topia+ is a multilateral schools project including participants 
from Estonia, Turkey, Portugal, Italy, Germany with Ireland 
acting as the coordinator. The project is funded by the Eramsus+ 
programe. Through teamwork, project meetings and collaboration 
between the students, teachers and local communities, 
participants are in the process of identifying common social 
trends and are using this data to draw a roadmap for the 
requirements of an ever evolving technological society.

Exploring Teacher/Artist Partnerships as a model of CPD 
for Supporting and Enhancing Arts Education
Dodder Rooms D and E. Workshops at 12.00pm and 1.00pm
The workshop will feature an overview of the initiative, contribute 
perspectives on teacher/artist partnership as a model of CPD and 
facilitate professional dialogue on some of the research findings.
The case studies will reflect the actual practice of partnerships in 
the six schools involved and the impact of that experience on bot 
teacher and artist. 

Forest Schools
Stand: 48
Forest Schools takes teaching and learning outside to a wooded 
area in a holistic and inclusive way for the children to learn. 
It integrates many areas of the curriculum and is particularly 
beneficial for the inclusion of children with special needs. 

Further Education: Highlights and Hopes
Stand: 19 and Workshop in Lansdowne Room, 1.00 - 1.45pm
The project provides an opportunity for further education 
teachers to show the results of innovative teaching and learning 
through focusing on events, experiences and material objects.

Gaelgory: Ag spreagadh daltaí scoile chun na Gaeilge
Stand: 42 and Workshop in Room B, 1.00-1.45pm
Gaelgory has captured the imagination of students at CBC 
Monkstown with its creative and innovative approach. Gaelgory 
uses an Irish speaking dinosaur called T-Rex Ó Saurus on Youtube 
to motivate pupils to embrace and speak as Gaeilge through 
music, dance and comedy.

Global Schoolroom
Stand: 11
Irish teachers spend the month of July in Northeast India as 
teacher educators with Global Schoolroom, facilitating a UCD 
accredited collaborative teacher education programme. These 
Irish teachers undergo 30-hours pre-departure training, described 
by Irish teachers as the best CPD they have ever had. This is a 
story of professional sharing, growth and widening.  

I Am An Artist
Stand: 14
The I Am An Artist project has been ongoing for a number of years. 
Originally written by Michael O’Reilly, Gemma McGirr and Una 
Kelly, and produced jointly by RTE, NCTE and PCSP, an updated 
version is currently being prepared in partnership with Scoilnet.  
The project provides teachers, students and others in education 
with guidance in process-based visual arts. 

“I got to spar with Katie Taylor” - the Sky project
Stand: 23
The Urban Schools Group is a community of practice of PE 
professionals who teach schools designated disadvantaged (DEIS) 
and have poor PE facilities. They participate in the ‘Sky Sports 
Living for Sports’ project. An athlete mentor (comprising top Irish 
sportsmen and women) visits each participating school at least 
twice and they inspire the pupils to ‘be the best they can be’. The 
participating schools and teachers are overcoming disadvantage 
in many ways - improving pupil performance, attendance, 
attainment and well-being, empowering pupils to try things they 
would never have dreamt of such as running soccer festivals.
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Imagino-city
Stand: 1
A touchscreen interactive game, Imagino-city was designed for 
Imagonisty, an interactive childrens’ museum in Dublin. The 
game allows Imagonisty to create a virtual version of their second 
floor of the museum which hosts a miniature town containing 
everything from a garage to a supermarket. The students have 
designed the landscape, characters and sound effects and coded 
them so that they are interacted with on a touch screen device. 

Is Tusa an Múinteoir
Stand: 16
Is Tusa an Múinteoir is a class based action research project that 
has empowered 4th class students to evolve into Irish tutors for 
their parents, after a programme of peer tutoring and a blended 
learning platform in and outside of our Irish language classroom.

It’s a Mystery: A Whole School Approach to Literacy  
and Numeracy
Stand: 33
Students often view literacy and numeracy as external to their 
everyday lives and a Murder Mystery event provided a real buzz 
and excitement around key skills of analysis, investigation, 
interpretation and calculation. Moreover, it raises awareness of 
these issues among staff and the student population. It is also a 
wonderful way of cross curricular cooperation and integration, 
and the real world experience greatly aids those with special 
educational needs.

Learning Revolution - Leading Change
Stand: 20
This project is on-going for three academic years and through a blog 
and weekly meetings (which are voluntarily attended and include 
teachers from across the curriculum), as well as discussion with 
management the schools is creating a change in culture and ethos 
in its learning space. Teachers feel empowered to try and fail, and 
then try again.  It is very supportive to both new and established 
teachers, where everyone’s voice is equal, valued and respected. 

LET’s Stand
Stand: 17
Becoming an effective communicator and presenter is a vital skill 
necessary to survive and thrive in our world today. LET’s Stand 
is an integrated, structured oral language, formal presentation 
programme for primary school children from Junior Infants to 
Sixth Class. The programme engages all students actively in 
an individualised, child centred programme, developing their 
listening, evaluation and speaking skills. 

Literacy for the Local and Global Communities for Charity
Stand: 5
This project involves primary and post-primary students and 
community members. Students at Rosses Community School have 
compiled four books. One is on Haiku poetry and another is on 
Heroes in the Classroom. Primary and post-primary students worked 
with members of the community on A Sprinkle of Kindness. The final 
book, Penguins don’t eat ice cream, features a piece by Gordon Snell. 

Living Classroom
Stand: 50 and Workshop in Lansdowne Room,   
2.00-2.45pm
Living Classroom sees SESE, Maths, Languages, Art, Numeracy, 
Literacy, Physical Education and SPHE taught outdoors as part of 
the curriculum in both primary and post primary schools.  There 
are thriving Living Classrooms all across the country, where the 
schools plan and design school grounds to create native habitats, 
grow local organic food, encourage healthy soil, maximise cross 
curricula learning opportunities and bring biodiversity and food 
production into the heart of the school system.

Manny Man History Videos
Stand: 31
Manny Man are a series of history videos which were designed 
for use in primary school classrooms and are now being used in 
schools across the world. The videos, which cover Irish History in 6 
Minutes, World War One in 6 Minutes, World War Two in 7 Minutes, 
the Cold War in 9 Minutes, and the French Revolution in 9 Minutes, 
act as a great introduction to historical topics, presenting the 
complexities of world history in an engaging way.

Mata sa Rang: Research in Action
Stand: 13
Mata sa Rang is an in-class programme based on Maths Recovery. 
It involves collaboration among a number of participants 
including principals, teachers, pupils and parents. It endorses 
teamwork among teaching colleagues and the sharing of 
knowledge among neighbouring schools. The programme has 
improved numeracy achievement and enhanced attitudes 
towards numeracy among the children in the study. 

Mathletes Challenge
Stand: 44
The Mathletes Challenge is a free pioneering maths tournament 
for Irish primary and secondary students. Students and schools 
compete using the Khan Academy, an online platform that 
provides a personalised learning environment for students and 
extensive data analytics and reporting for teachers. The challenge 
increases maths confidence, ability and engagement. 
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Mental Health Arts Week
Stand: 9
During Positive Mental Health Arts Week, Belvedere College 
produces drama, music, art, dance and film that encourage 
students to realise the significance of their own well-being. The 
skills developed by the students through these activities are taken 
into the classroom, and incorporated into their daily routines. 

National Parents Council (Primary)
Stand: 18
National Parents Council Primary is the representative 
organisation for parents of children in primary or early education.

Next STEP Programme
Stand 4 and Workshop in Room B, 12.00 - 12.45pm
Next STEP (Second-level Transfer Educational Programme) 
prepares primary school pupils for the transfer to post-primary. An 
established programme, it is now running in ten primary schools 
nationally. 

Nurturing the Well-being of our Students 
Hall 3
Following the sad death of a student at the school, and a number 
of other critical incidents, teachers at Queen of Angels Primary 
School introduced movement breaks, increased sport and activity, 
mindfulness and well-being activities throughout the day. The 
school’s Nurture and Sensory Rooms are already innovative in the 
Irish setting, and the extension of this work to deal with critical 
incidents combines best practice at home and abroad. Initiatives 
such as these enable children to be ready to learn, facilitating an 
atmosphere conducive to enabling effective teaching and learning 
to take place. 

Philosophy - Making Thinking Visible 
Stand: 15
Students today experience a constant stream of ideas and 
information in a media-saturated world, whether it is online, 
in print, through computer games or mass media. Philosophy 
encourages students to develop into independent and critical 
thinkers. 

Physics Buskers
Stand: 37/39
Physics Busking involves interactive experiments and demonstrations 
designed to maximise engagement, excitement and education. 
Physics Busking is a national initiative to encourage engagement with 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics. 

Reflective Practice
Stand: 29
Reflective practice challenges people to think about what they 
do. In three research projects, Frances Andrews asks how she can 
improve communication between her and her pupils, if the Friday 
spelling test is effective in assessing pupils’ spelling needs, and 
what role oral language plays in the success of AISTEAR in her 
classroom. All three projects have resulted in interventions which 
have improved her practice and have a positive impact on her 
teaching. 

Researchmeet
Library, 1.30 - 2.45pm
See further details on page 20 of this programme.

SALF (Self-Assessment and Learning Folders)
Stand: 27
Self-Assessment and Learning Folders primary school guidelines for 
teachers provides a structured framework that bridges teacher-led 
learning and assessment with child–led learning and assessment. 
Based on socio-constructivist principles of learning, the folders 
provide a framework for teachers that enable children to become 
more active in their own learning and in the assessment of that 
learning. Using dynamic assessment processes, the folders become 
the voice of the child, showcasing key moments of their learning.

SBP RADIO
Hall 6
Scoil Bhríde has developed an internet based school radio for 
live streaming and the development of podcast content. This 
innovation is a whole school response to the Speaking and 
Listening Curricular development module. It demonstrates how 
broadcasting and streaming can enhance students’ experiential 
learning opportunities as well as their self-esteem, confidence and 
adaptability. Come along and listen in!

School of Life Skills
Stand: 30 and Workshop in Room A, 1.00 - 1.45pm
The School Of Life Skills prepares young people for their journey 
through life, and choosing a career with more certainty prior to 
applying for Third Level. It opens doors for further adult education 
with the aim of reversing the drop-out trend and addressing the 
imbalance between the academic and the personal learning of the 
present system. Through a live student demo, and outdoor video 
footage, this project showcases the blended learning of practice 
and theory, with quality questioning and deep listening. 
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Teachmeet
Library: 12.00 - 1.30pm
Teachmeets give all primary educators an opportunity to share 
project ideas, lessons, resources and tools. Each meet features a 
series of two or seven minute long presentations, after which the 
attendees meet the presenters to discuss items in more detail. 
Highly motivational, the Teachmeets celebrate the exceptional 
work going on in everyday classrooms and schools, and every 
attendee leaves with some brilliant idea to try out in their class. 
See page 16 for the list of todays presenters and their topics.

Toastmasters: Youth Leadership & Speech Craft
Stand: 24
The Toastmasters’ Youth Leadership Programme helps students 
find their own voice, learning speech and leadership skills for life. 

Team Teaching and Exploratory Practice
Stand: 26
Supported by the PDST, the Team Teaching project saw fifteen 
Professional Master of Education (PME) students in Maynooth 
University co-plan and teach a lesson with an experienced 
colleague. In addition to attending two workshops held in the 
university, the teams presented their insights in poster format at 
a Team Teaching Seminar in Maynooth. Initiated as a pilot, the 
project will be rolled out to all PME students in the second year of 
their programme in 2015/16. 

Technology Enhanced Learning Community of Practice
Stand: 3
This community of practice promotes best practices and training 
for technology enhanced learning. The group shares ideas and 
resources as well as guiding colleagues on how they can integrate 
technology in their teaching and learning. 

Using Pegs to support Literacy and Numeracy in SEN
Stand: 6
Teachers at Ransboro National School, Co. Sligo, have created a 
range of Peg resources to help students in the ASD Unit to access 
the curriculum. Through the use of Peg resources, the school 
has discovered that SEN pupils, especially non-verbal pupils 
and pupils with poor fine motor skills, can demonstrate their 
understanding and knowledge of age appropriate literacy and 
numeracy skills. 

Walk in my Shoes
Stand: 32
Walk in my Shoes is a national awareness and fundraising 
campaign aimed at empowering people across Ireland with 
mental health difficulties to speak up and seek help. See 
walkinmyshoes.ie to find out how over 30,000 students have 
helped raise awareness.

Youth Media Team
Throughout Venue
The Youth Media Team will capture the day’s activity in real-time 
by blogging, tweeting and interviewing attendees. Look out for 
the red T-Shirts!

Zoom Ahead with Books and Numbers
Stand 36 and Workshop in Room A, 12.00 - 12.45pm
As an innovative means of encouraging greater parental 
inclusion into children’s education, St. Laurence O’Toole’s JBS 
is participating in the Docklands ABC programme. It provides 
an inventive approach to working in partnership with children, 
parents, educators and the wider community to develop children’s 
numeracy and literacy skills. As well as providing training and 
support, the programme provides parents with opportunities to 
share in their child’s learning through events and fun numeracy 
and literacy activities such as the Early Numeracy Programme and 
the Zoom Ahead with Books Project.
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FÉILTE 2015 Timetable*
TEACHERS’ 
SHOWCASES

Time Concert Hall Library Hall 3 Hall 6

9.00 – 10.00am Registration + Workshop Ticket Registration 
Attendees welcome to visit teachers’ showcases in Halls 3 and 6

Open Open

10.00am Morning sessions 
Welcome by Teaching Council Chairman, Micheál Ó Gríofa

Showing of World Teachers’ Day video messages (Part 1)

10.10am Performance by National Children’s Choir

10.30am Introduction from Teaching Council Director, Tomás Ó Ruairc

10.50am Keynote address by inspirational speaker and adventurist, Mark Pollock

12.00 – 2.00pm Lunch  
Hot lunch available at a cost of €10 in Hall 3

Open Open

Rolling 
Lunch

12.00 – 2.45pm Showcases  
Attendees welcome to visit teachers’ showcases

 12.00 – 1.30pm 
Teachmeet

Open Open

12.00 – 2.45pm Workshops   
Tickets for workshops are provided at registration. Spaces are limited.  
If you cannot attend, please pass on your ticket
See separate timetable

Open Open

11.45am – 12.45pm Panel Discussion  
Have we gone too far in our quest to make our children technically literate?     

Open Open

12.45 – 1.45pm Panel Discussion 
How do we involve parents more effectively in their children’s learning?   

   1.30 – 2.45pm 
Researchmeet

Open Open

1.45 – 2.45pm Panel Discussion  
How can we fully integrate mindfulness and well-being into teaching and 
learning in our schools?

Open Open

2.55 – 3.15pm Showing of World Teachers’ Day video messages (Part 2)
Minister for Education and Skills, Jan O’Sullivan T.D.

3.15 – 4.00pm Keynote address by Psychologist, and author of Flourishing, Maureen Gaffney  

4.00 - 4.30pm Closing Sessions    
Close by Teaching Council Director, Tomás Ó Ruairc 
Performance by CÓRus

4.30 – 5.00pm Showcases open for viewing Open Open

9-10 REGISTRATION 
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Workshop Times

Dodder Room A  Dodder Room B  Dodder Rooms  D & E  Lansdowne Room  

12.00 – 12.45pm Zoom Ahead Next STEP Transfer 
Programme 

Teacher/Artist Partnership 
in context and sharing the 
learning from practice

ChillOut Ireland

1.00 – 1.45pm School of Life Skills Gaelgory Exploring Teacher/Artist 
Partnership as a model of 
CPD for Supporting and 
Enhancing Arts Education 
in Ireland: a research 
report

Further Education 
Highlights

2.00 – 2.45pm Curriculum 
Innovation within 
Special Schools

Edison – 
Entrepreneurial 
Education 

Living Classroom 

WORKSHOPS

Please register for the workshops you would like to attend at 
the FÉILTE Registration Desk
From 12.00 to 2.45pm attendees may also visit the teachers’ showcases, panel discussions, 
Teachmeet and Researchmeet.

* subject to change
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Teachmeet 
Teachmeets give all primary educators an opportunity to share project ideas, lessons, resources and tools. Each meet features a series of 
two or seven minute long presentations, after which the attendees meet the presenters over a cup of tea to discuss items in more detail. 
Highly motivational, Teachmeets celebrate the exceptional work going on in everyday classrooms and schools, and every attendee leaves 
with some brilliant ideas to try out in their class.

Speakers at today’s Teachmeet
Follow today’s presentations on Twitter on #tmfeilte and @teachmeetirl

PRESENTER TITLE OF PRESENTATION

Claire Egan
marieclaireeganlsad@gmail.com 

Sketch Books in the Primary Classroom
The use of sketch books in the primary school classroom to encourage creative development of 
the child’s own ideas.

Claire has been working as a primary school teacher since 2007. She is currently studying for an MA 
in Art and Design Education at the Limerick School of Art and Design. She also runs a blog, Claire’s 
Primary School Art, set up last summer.

Niamh Dunphy
irishprimaryteacher90@gmail.com 

@irishteacher90

Running a Teachers’ Blog in Ireland
Running a blog to support teachers in Ireland. Setting up a blog and maintaining it.

Niamh is the author of www.irishprimaryteacher.ie, a blog to support student teachers, NQTs and 
qualified teachers. She offers advice, tips and lessons as well as resources on her website.

Julia Sweeney
julia@edcite.com

@juliasween; @edciteteam

Edcite
Edcite is an online platform for teachers to find, create, or customise digital practice for students 
(assessments, quizzes, homework, etc.). With Camara Ireland and many teachers, we’ve made 
progress on the Curriculum Mapping Project (aligning American content to the Irish Curriculum). 
We also now offer student pages as Gaeilge.

Julia taught English and history in the United States, before moving to Dublin two years ago. She 
now works for a website called Edcite, supporting teachers in Ireland and advocating for product 
changes to best meet the needs of schools over here.

Claire Corroon
claire.primarycpd@gmail.com

@PrimaryCPD

Bar Model Drawing in Maths
A brief introduction to Bar Model Drawing as a powerful tool for problem-solving in primary 
mathematics

Claire is a primary teacher who also facilitates maths workshops and courses in schools and 
Education Centres. She is keenly interested in all innovations in educational methodologies, and in 
particular those relating to ICT and the teaching of maths.
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PRESENTER TITLE OF PRESENTATION

Mary Jo Bell
mjbell@eircom.net

@7MJB; @MrsBellsClass

Digital Portfolios and Evernote 
Digital Portfolios have become an important aspect of education. Last year I used Evernote to 
create an ePortfolio for each student in my class and it was a great success. In my presentation, I 
will share ideas on how to set up and manage digital portfolios using Evernote.

Mary Jo Bell teaches Senior Infants in St. Anne’s School, Shankill. She is a tutor for PDST Technology 
in Education and has hosted workshops at the ICT in Education Conference, Thurles, at the CESI 
Conference and at the First Education Congress in Gdansk, Poland. Mary Jo believes that Digital 
Technology enhances the learning of all students and provides opportunities to showcase their work 
both in and beyond the classroom.

Paul Knox
pknox.cetns@gmail.com

@pauldechnoic

Using Playworks to Organise Yard Time

Playworks is a semi-structured approach to organising yard time, it’s an inclusive, active and pos-
itive approach that has some interesting ways to help children get the most out of yard. Please 
note: Paul’s presentation will involve some audience participation.

Paul is a primary school teacher of 9 years (he thinks)! He is big on human rights, equality and fun in 
education. He is also a ChangeX mentor for Playworks. His philosophy is that good ideas should be 
spread for free.

Patrick Burke
patrick.burke@live.ie

@patjburke

Creating our own ‘stáisiún teilifíse’ using Green Screen

Children are watching green screen technology in use all the time without knowing it. To help 
children understand more about it, and enliven the teaching of Irish, we set about creating our 
own stáisiún teilifíse in the classroom using iPads, Apple TV, a roll of green backing paper and a 
few thumbtacks.

Patrick is a Third Class teacher and IT and Maths Coordinator in Scoil Chormaic CNS, Balbriggan, 
Co. Dublin. He set up the school’s first tech club, and is responsible for e-learning in the school. He 
graduated from Mary Immaculate College in 2012 with a B.Ed. in Education and Psychology, and 
completed an M.Ed. in literacy in Frostburg State University, Maryland, in 2013/2014.

Sharon Kearney
kearnesh@tcd.ie

@skearney109

Teaching English in the 21st Century
This presentation will highlight research-based activities I’ve created, which utilise 21st century 
technologies, such as digital storytelling software and audio-recorders, and a particular 21st 
century pedagogy, to engage secondary-school students in both learning traditional English 
literature and developing (new and conventional) literacy skills.

An experienced education professional, Sharon is passionate about making the secondary school 
experience a positive one for all students. She has a background in English teaching and is currently 
pursuing a PhD, researching methodologies for creating engaging educational experiences which 
blend the teaching of new and conventional literacy skills with traditional humanities content.

Michelle Stowe
mstowestmarks@gmail.com

@mstowerp

The Implementation of Restorative Practice (RP) in Schools
Restorative Practice is a collaborative and proactive way of being that aims to build community 
and manage conflict by modelling positive behaviour. This presentation will offer a very brief 
insight into RP using MOM framework (motivation/observation/mechanics).

Michelle is a teacher who is passionate about promoting positive relationships, happiness and 
well-being in schools. Her action research involved helping teachers to implement RP in their class-
rooms. RP offers her the potential to be the change that she wants to see in the world. She believes 
RP has much to offer us all, and looks forward to sharing it with others.
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PRESENTER TITLE OF PRESENTATION

Damien Quinn
info@seomraranga.com

@seomraranga

Signs of Autumn 2015 Twitter Project

The purpose of the presentation is to make more teachers/schools aware of this yearly Twitter 
project which they can become involved in. It will outline how easy it is to participate in this 
project.

Damien teaches in an ASD (Autism) Unit attached to a mainstream primary school in rural Co. Sligo 
where he team-teaches twelve pupils with a colleague. He also runs the Seomra Ranga website.

Maggie Green
green.margaretmary@gmail.com

@maggiemgreen

LEGO Robotics

An introduction to EV3 and its application in primary and secondary education. It enables 
students to build, program and test their solutions based on real life robotics technology.

Maggie is currently on a career break from primary education, and is a maths tutor for Hibernia 
College. She is also a research supervisor for Hibernia College and a PDST Technology Tutor. She is 
currently pursuing a MSc through LYIT and is on the New Frontiers Phase 2 programme for business 
development to develop The School Door.

Andy Homden
ahomden 
@consiliumeducation.com

@homdens

How to Excel at School ... and then leave successfully

Students frequently struggle during their first year in higher education. Andy advocates the 
adoption of an explicit study skills regime across the school curriculum to develop independent 
writing, widen vocabulary and build an accessible body of knowledge to bridge the gap. 

Now based in Co. Donegal, Andy trained in the UK and Australia, and has worked in international 
education for most of his career. As a teacher and school leader he specialised in curriculum design 
and implementation. Pastorally, a key responsibility was placement of students in higher education. 
He is now CEO of Consilium Education, which publishes International Teacher Magazine  
(www.consiliumeducation.com/itm).

Rhona Caffrey
rhonacaffrey@yahoo.ie

@primary_art

Pinterest: Not just for Wedding Ideas!

What Pinterest is all about - and five ways it can be useful for teachers.

Rhona has a keen interest in art, ICT, and being creative. She recently started writing a blog, ‘Irish 
Primary Art’, which is not only addictive but great fun. Blogging has opened up a whole new world of 
teaching and learning for her and allows her not only share ideas but learn from other educators.

Maria O’Sullivan
mariaosullivan@sdublincoco.ie

@summerbuzz; @mariamernagh

1916 in Images from our Archive

This presentation will feature a selection of the images relating to the 1916 Rising that are 
available on the South Dublin Libraries digital archive. The images are free to access and use for 
educational purposes, available to anyone and can be downloaded or viewed online.

Maria is a senior librarian with South Dublin Libraries, presently managing the Mobile and Schools 
Library Service. She has a particular interest in services to children and the way in which public 
libraries can support the education sector. Her favourite part of the job is the @summerbuzz twitter 
account; her least favourite is filling in forms. She is also a huge fan of the Dubs (but we won’t hold 
that against her).

Maria O’Loughlin
maria@chatbudi.com

Chatbudi
Children’s digital footprints are being created before they even learn to walk. As parents and 
teachers we have the responsibility to teach our children how best to protect themselves online. 
To truly master this we first must understand our children’s behaviours and attitudes online. 
Technology advances so quickly that online safety trends are constantly changing.
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PRESENTER TITLE OF PRESENTATION

Mags Amond
mags.amond@gmail.com

@magsamond

A Whirlwind Tour of Classtools.net

Classtools.net does exactly what it says on the tin - it is an invaluable one-stop-shop, a collection 
of free simple interactive tools that can be used for assessment, storytelling, differentiation, sort-
ing, literacy, group work, individual projects. A treasure trove for teachers and students.

Mags is a Carlow woman, living and teaching in Cavan for the last 35 years. She volunteers on the 
National Executive of CESI, the Computers in Education Society of Ireland. While she’s too modest 
to include it in her bio, she has been instrumental in making the Teachmeet movement so active in 
Ireland.

Cormac Cahill
cormaccahill@me.com

@cosmiccork

Social Stories for Children with Autism

This presentation showcases a method of creating Social Stories for children on the Autistic 
Spectrum in a digital format on iPad. The social stories contain text, images, video and audio 
narration.

Cormac is a primary school teacher in an autism unit at Carrigaline Educate Together National 
School. He is also an Apple Distinguished Educator and a Certified Apple Education Trainer.

Teachmeet Ireland is always looking 
for presenters to share ideas, resources 
and innovative projects at its next 
meeting! 
Are you interested?
Email: teachmeetireland@gmail.com

Web: http://www.teachmeetireland.com/

Twitter: @TeachmeetIRL   #TMIreland
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Researchmeet
FÉILTE was conceived as an experiment, to see how teachers would like to celebrate the innovation that they lead every 
day. It has now become established as a fixture in the education calendar. It is clear that teachers are keen to bring their 
professional voice to the national stage to celebrate, to teach each other and to engage with the wider public.

Researchmeet is a new innovation and experiment within FÉILTE. It will be a Teachmeet purely about research. Four 
teachers will give nano-presentations on formal research of their own. Topics will include teacher-student mentoring, 
applied positive psychology, enhancing children’s well-being and mathematics. 

Three other teachers will also want to talk to others about research topics they would like to pursue at PhD level. They have 
an idea, but are not sure of where to go next. If you think you have some advice that would be of help, or if you have your 
own idea that you would like to explore, make your way to Rang Bianca at the Research Meet. 

Teaching Council Director, Tomás Ó Ruairc, will be on hand with an announcement of how the Council would like to 
continue the conversations about research in teaching and learning beyond the walls of FÉILTE.

13.30pm Introduction to Researchmeet 

 Nano-presentations from:                                         

 Gráinne Cull 
 Fiona Forman 
 David King 
 Shane Hanna
 Marie-Therese Macken 
 Mags Amond 

2.05pm   Announcement from the Director of the Teaching Council 

2.10pm   Rang Bianca: opportunity to speak to researchers

Bianca Ní Ghrógáin was a primary teacher and PhD student researching educational 
technology. Bianca worked with others to reveal the extraordinary in the ordinary in the 
most unassuming way. She enthused and encouraged teachers around the world to be all 
that they could be, so that others could write and make their own future.

Researchmeet is a new innovation and experiment within FÉILTE. It will be a Teachmeet 
purely about research. It includes teachers wanting to talk to others about research topics 
they would like to pursue at PhD level. They have an idea, but are not sure of where to  
go next.

This concept for a space at FÉILTE to meet and discuss research was one of Bianca’s ideas.

With Bianca’s untimely passing earlier this year, we want to honour her and her enthusiasm by welcoming 
friends and fellow professionals to Rang Bianca!

If you think you have some advice that would be of help, or if you have your own idea that you would like to 
explore, please sit and chat. 
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1 Imagino-city

2 Creating an Inclusive 
Classroom

3 Technology Enhanced 
Learning Community of 
Practice

4 Next STEP Programme

5 Literacy for Local and 
Global Communities

6 Using Pegs to Support 
Literacy and Numeracy 

7 Architecture in Schools

8 Espanol en Dublin

9 Mental Health Arts 
Week

10 BEO – Gnó s’giota / 
Business with a bang

11 Global Schoolroom

12 Edison - Entrepreneurial 
Education

13 Mata sa Rang:  
Research in Action

14 I am an Artist

15 Philosopy - Making 
Thinking Visible

16 Is Tusa an Múinteoir

17 LET’s Stand

18 National Parents 
Council (Primary)

19 Further Education: 
Highlights and Hopes

20 Learning Revolution - 
Leading Change 

21 Early Focus

22 Curriculum Innovation 
within Special Schools

23 I got to spar with Katie 
Taylor 

24 Toastmasters

25 Creative Engagement 
Arts in Education 

26 Team Teaching and 
Exploratory Practice

27 Self-Assessment and 
Learning Folders

28 Amgen Teach: 
Promoting Inquiry in 
Science

29 Reflective Practice

30 School of Life Skills 

31 Manny Man History 
Videos

32 Walk in my Shoes

33 It’s a Mystery: A Whole 
School Approach to 
Literacy and Numeracy

34 EU-Topia+

35 ChillOut Ireland

36 Zoom Ahead with 
Books and Numbers

37 Physics Buskers

38 20 Years of Leaving 
Certificate Applied

39 Physics Buskers
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Míle buíochas leis na múinteoirí ar fad a raibh baint acu le FÉILTE. Gabhann muid buíochas freisin le 
tuismitheoirí agus leis an bpobal as a bheith páirteach sa cheiliúradh seo ar theagasc agus ar fhoghlaim.

Thank you to all the teachers who have made FÉILTE possible. Thank you to parents and the public for joining in 
this celebration of teaching and learning.

 


