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Summary:  
 
Enterprise education is universally lauded as a means to enabling an enterprising capacity in young 
citizens who benefit the local and national economy while also being one of the eight European Union 
key competences. However, the teaching and provision of these enterprise programmes in post-
primary schools remains ad hoc and sporadic. 
 
Much of the associated research literature focuses on the ‘what’ and ‘how’ enterprise should be 
taught, but a paucity remains in what shapes the ideal context for the provision of enterprise education 
and what particular factors predispose a teacher, a school or community in its successful implementation 
within the curriculum. This study sought to answer two questions: 
 

• What are the antecedent and/or contextual factors facilitating selected schools in the 
successful provision of enterprise education? 

 

• How can these factors inform a national framework of strategic policy and development of 
enterprise education in the Irish post-primary educational system? 

 
This research study employed purposive sampling and qualitative research methods in five selected 
post-primary schools who had a reputation for success regarding enterprise education provision. The 
research study was framed in a case study methodological approach. 
 
Antecedent and contextual factors facilitating the promotion and integration of enterprise education 
emanating from the emergent concepts are categorised into four pillar areas of action. These pillars 
of action provide an overview of the primary structural supports required to inform a national 
framework of strategic policy. 
 



The basis of this framework are four pillars of action and may be viewed as infrastructural supports 
required to inform any strategic policy for the development of enterprise education as an integral 
element in the school curriculum (Figure 1). 
  
1. Enterprise education embedded within all subjects of the post-primary curriculum as a core area 
2. Enterprise education a strategic development requirement of all schools 
3. Capacity building and supports for all teachers within the system  
4. Local infrastructure and business partnerships with schools 
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