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FÉILTE 2018 
5 - 6 October 
Mary Immaculate College, Limerick 
 

Life-long learning: Making a difference! 
 

Showcases open on Saturday, 6th October only 
 

 

 

 

 

COLLABORATIVE PRACTICE 

1. Teaching Learning Communities and Teacher Pedagogical Well-being 
2. Transforming Education through Dialogue: Making a Difference 
3. Peer Collaboration in Carrick on Shannon Community School 
4. Open Door Teaching in Enniscorthy 
5. Leading Learning and Teaching: A Collaborative Approach 
6. TeamTSI: A Collaborative Approach to Literacy Learning 
7. Cosán and Tús suites, how Kinsale Community School facilitates collaborative professionalism 
8. Droichead 

CROSS-CURRICULAR 

1. Developing problem solving strategies for primary and secondary school pupils 
2. NCCA: Senior Cycle Review 
3. Running an effective transition year for each and every student 
4. Reciprocal Teaching 
5. The Explorers Education Programme: Bringing the Ocean to the Primary Classroom 
6. Young Economist of the Year (YEOTY) 
7. Erasmus+ & eTwinning - Connecting Schools across Europe 

WELLBEING 

1. Teaching Whole-heartedly; building the foundation for lifelong adventure 
2. Weaving Well-Being: Learning to Flourish 
3. Outdoor Learning to support PE and Wellbeing 
4. Ficheall.ie - Chess for All Primary Schools 
5. Whole school wellbeing - 3 Good Things and ENERGY programme 
6. Wellbeing Warriors – Wellbeing Afterschool Clubs 
7. Healthy Eating Resource Pack 

DIGITAL 

1. Green Screen Film Making in the Classroom 
2. MediaWise - enabling children to make sense of the media 
3. LC Computer Science - exciting times 
4. Virtual Reality: Enhancing teaching and learning in a post primary school 
5. Lights, Tablets, Reflection, ePortfolio 
6. An evaluation of our use of Google Apps for Education in both the English and Business classrooms 
7. Using Microsoft Teams and Microsoft OneNote for School Collaboration 
8. Creative Technology and STEAM Education by Make Create Innovate 
9. EMPOWER - Flip the Classroom 

INCLUSION 

1. EDNIP: Embracing Diversity, Nurturing Integration, Learning for Life 
2. The introduction of the Level 1 Learning Programmes (L1LPs) in one School 
3. The North Tipperary ASD Special Class Forum 
4. The Equilibrium Movement Programme — Moving with Purpose 
5. Creating a Nurturing School 
6. Pathways to Literacy for Children with ASD and Learning Difficulties 
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7. Creating LGBT+ Inclusive Schools to Combat Homophobic and Transphobic Bullying 

STEM 

1. SciFest 
2. Bringing Scientists into the Classroom - a bridge between teachers, scientists and students 
3. STEM ideas from Junior Infants to Sixth Class 
4. NanoWoW — small science with big ideas 
5. Learning about Cancer through Paired Science 
6. RDS Primary Science Fair (Dublin, Limerick, Belfast) 
7. Science on Stage Workshop —Putting the WOW into demos 

LANGUAGES 

1. Virtual Reality for Language Learning 
2. Bilingual Library Books Gaeilge agus Béarla 
3. Ros Wilson's Big Writing - a classroom approach to progressive writing 
4. LET's Stand 
5. Languages Connect 
6. The Power of Reading Aloud 
7. Making Writers Crafters before they are Writers 

TEACHING METHODOLOGIES 

1. Adult Learners 
2. Irish Prison Education Association: Promoting Prison Education 
3. Toolkit for PE Xpo Projects 
4. How Hexagon Linkages Can Impact Learning 
5. Deeper Learning Series – Evolving Copies and Notebooks 
6. Coaching in Primary and Post Primary Schools 
7. 21st Century Skills; Skills for Life 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COLLABORATIVE PRACTICE 

F1863 1. Teaching Learning Communities and Teacher Pedagogical Well-being 
This showcase will present findings from an Erasmus+ Project on Teacher Well-being 
and Diversity. The project involves 5 HEIs from Norway, Denmark, South Africa and 
Ireland, together with aligned partner schools.  
 
One of the significant findings from the project to date was the teachers’ felt need for 
‘safe spaces’ to discuss and share teaching and learning experiences. Such spaces in 
their view were considered vital for the enactment of ‘pedagogical well-being’.  
 
Our showcase will share our on-going journey as part of this project and, in particular, 
will focus on the potential for teacher learning communities (TLC) and the enactment 
of teacher ‘pedagogical well-being’ as outlined by Soini et al. (2010). 

 

F1877 2. Transforming Education through Dialogue: Making a Difference 
Schools in the Limerick area and beyond have been working in partnership with the 
Transforming Education through Dialogue (TED) Project, Mary Immaculate College 
(MIC) since 1998. We aim to showcase the range and extent of collaborations including 
research and intervention projects, networks and resources developed in partnership 
over time. 
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TED seeks to improve and enhance educational outcomes for children through 
harnessing the expertise of Mary Immaculate College in their service.  
 

F1856 3. Peer Collaboration in Carrick on Shannon Community School 
This showcase will display how members observe each other teaching a class to learn 
teaching methodologies in practice that could be used in our own classrooms.  
 
We believe in a supportive collaborative approach to teaching and learning, we also 
use this initiative as a form of Croke Park CPD hours. 
 
The intention of this initiative is to improve teaching and learning in our school, in a 
professional, supportive and collaborative manner. 

 

F1865 4. Open Door Teaching in Enniscorthy 
I firmly believe, and research supports me, that the most effective way to improve 
student achievement is through teacher collaboration on teaching and learning. I 
established a collaborative teaching group in my school and teachers were invited to 
join at the beginning of the school year. 
 
The principal is fully supportive of the project and has agreed to allow us to use five of 
the “Croke Park hours” per teacher to pursue this innovative venture. Each monthly 
meeting has a specific theme.  
 
The overall objective of the initiative is to improve teaching and learning and student 
achievement in the school. At the moment 15 teachers are involved in the project, but 
I expect this number to increase in the coming year. I believe this is the beginning of a 
collaborative teaching community in St. Mary’s C.B.S. 

 

F1880 5. Leading Learning and Teaching: A Collaborative Approach 
The Leading Learning and Teaching initiative (LLT) initiative supports school 
management and staff to use evidence-based reflective practice, to lead learning and 
teaching, in pursuit of improved student outcomes and student experiences in their 
schools. It is built upon a 'Community of Practice' model to support each school in a 
contextualised way.  
 
This period in Irish Education is characterised by a significant level of change both in 
terms of curriculum innovation and the way in which teachers exercise their agency. 
This initiative maps the journey of how teachers, known as curriculum leaders in the 
18 schools, work collectively at school level and inter-school level to mediate this 
change. 

 

F1866 6. TeamTSI: A Collaborative Approach to Literacy Learning 
Researched and developed in Irish schools, TeamTSI (www.teamtsi.ie) is a 
collaborative approach to literacy learning. Pupils lead their own engagement with text 
in small groups. Working on reading comprehension, vocabulary and inquiry they also 
experience the social skills for effective collaboration. Getting started is easy (we 
provide core resources) and the positive pupil feedback will leave you and your 
colleagues wanting to learn more. 
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F1862 7. Cosán and Tús suites, how Kinsale Community School facilitates collaborative 
professionalism 
Kinsale Community School would like to showcase how we endeavour to promote and 
facilitate continuous professional development and collaboration among teachers. This 
initiative centres around two dedicated rooms, the Cosán and Tús Suites.  
 
The Cosán suite features a staff library, ICT access and an area for teachers to plan 
collectively. Another feature is our “Fáilte Isteach” board, which encourages teachers 
to welcome each other into their classrooms to share best practice and demonstrate 
innovative pedagogical methods they have previously shared at our termly 
TeachMeets. The Tús suite provides a dedicated area where PME and newly qualified 
teachers, can meet to collaborate, partake in mentoring, or engage in reflective 
practice.  

 

F1830 8. Droichead 
The Droichead process is an integrated professional induction framework which is 
based on a whole school approach in supporting newly qualified teachers’ (NQTs) 
professional learning.  Droichead is fundamentally about the NQT's professional 
journey and the process of their induction. A key part of this process is an NQT's 
engagement with more experienced colleagues, and reflection on the professional 
conversations that take place on their own professional learning and practice.   
 
In this showcase we will share the experiences of schools engaging in the process, the 
benefits and challenges involved. We will also provide information for schools who 
wish to become a Droichead school in the future.   

 

 

 

 

 
CROSS-CURRICULAR 

F1882 1. Developing problem solving strategies for primary and secondary school pupils 
This showcase will introduce teachers to problem solving strategies that can be used in 
classrooms through the use of classic problems and puzzles.  
 
The showcase will illustrate how problems can be adapted for all ages, and abilities, 
and will equip teachers with the know how to introduce problem solving strategies in 
their classroom.  
 
This programme has been successfully implemented with primary and secondary 
school pupils in Waterford and has been developed in association with Maths Week 
Ireland.  
 
The showcase will also equip with teachers with activities they can use for Maths 
Week Ireland Oct 13-21st. 
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F1797 2. NCCA: Senior Cycle Review 
Senior cycle review is looking at the current senior cycle in Ireland. Teachers, students 
and parents are being asked to reflect on what it is we want from senior cycle. What 
aspects of senior cycle are seen as valuable? Does senior cycle work for all students? 
What is it we want students to gain from their time in senior cycle? How should senior 
cycle be organised and structured? What pathways and flexibility should be available? 
How should learning be reported on? 
 
Currently, 41 schools are being supported by the NCCA in facilitating the review in 
their schools. In our showcase, other teachers and attendees can find out how to get 
involved and have their voices heard. 

 
 

  F1825 3. Running an effective transition year for each and every student 
In St. Mary's College we have redeveloped our Transition Year to focus on key student 
objectives and outcomes.  We have developed a toolkit of activities, classes and 
assessments that have achieved results.   
 

We set the outcomes as follows: 

 Students continue to experience academic classes and be assessed in them to a high 
standard, several times during the year 

 Internal and external activities are experienced by the whole group  
 Achievements are recognised and certified – externally when required. Students 

complete the bronze Gaisce award  
 Students complete a GCSE PE course  
 Students complete the year, ready for the Leaving Certificate cycle, comfortable with 

their subject choices and ready for the academic challenge 

There are many pieces that go together to achieve these outcomes and we look 
forward to sharing them in more detail at Féilte. 
 

  F1837 4. Reciprocal Teaching 
The ability to comprehend and interpret text is one of the essential components of 
education. The issue of literacy at second level has been to the fore of educational 
discussion in recent years. It is essential therefore that curriculum teachers are suitably 
equipped to address problems arising from literacy deficits. 
 
Reciprocal Teaching is a reading comprehension strategy.  It is used to explicitly teach 
the four skills which a competent reader utilises to interpret text.  Two secondary 
teachers adapted this strategy in a cross curricular setting.  This project was conducted 
in response to chronically low reading percentiles as per standardised testing. 
 
The school in which the researchers work in is an urban DEIS school with exceptionally 
low literacy percentiles as per standardised testing. This necessitated the adoption and 
development of literacy strategies in a whole class setting in which all learners have 
clearly defined and differentiated roles. This strategy facilitates the teaching of subject 
syllabi in tandem with literacy development. 
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F1902 5. The Explorers Education Programme: Bringing the Ocean to the Primary 
Classroom  
The Explorers Education programme is an initiative of the Marine Institute which 
reaches 12,000 primary school children annually around the coast of Ireland, teaching 
teachers and their students all things Marine. 
 
The Explorers programme was developed by the Marine Institute in 2006 and has 
been working with teachers over the last twelve years using a cross-curricular focus. 
 
The programme is flexible providing teachers with the opportunity to use marine 
themes in a range of lessons supporting STEM in the classroom as well as other cross 
curricular teaching. 
 
The Programme provides: 
 
Outreach support in the classroom where teachers may apply to take part in one of 
four modules. 
 
Teachers resources and lesson plans which are freely available to download 
from www.explorers.ie. The lesson plans can be found under the main curriculum 
subjects and strands. 
 
CPD training through educations centres in Galway, Dublin and Kerry 
Student teachers training. 
 
As part of the Explorers Education Programme, the Marine Institute also provides 
teachers with the tools to complete a pre and post evaluation the children’s ocean 
literacy, through our Ocean Literacy Blitz Game.  
 

  F1843 6. Young Economist of the Year (YEOTY) 
YEOTY is a national award for post-primary students held annually to showcase and 
acknowledge the work of students and their teachers in creating innovative and 
inquiry based projects across a range of economics concepts, topics and issues. YEOTY 
coveys how ubiquitous economics is in our everyday lives. 
This initiative is coordinated by the Professional Development Service for Teachers 
(PDST) in consultation with the School of Education UCD, the Schools of Economics in 
UCD, NUIG, Maynooth University and the Irish Economic Association (IEA).  
 
Each year the PDST in collaboration with economics academics hosts a national 
econoimcs seminar to facilitate professional development for teachers of economics 
that will support them to embed new innovative pedagogy into their practice.  
 
YEOTY is the embodiment of collaboration across the continuum of education and is 
paving the way for an inquiry-based approach in the new leaving certificate economics 
specification.  
 
The winners of the Transition Year category will represent Ireland in the first every 
International Economics Olympiad in Moscow in September 2019. 

 

http://www.explorers.ie/
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  F1867 7. Erasmus+ & eTwinning - Connecting Schools across Europe 
Our showcase space will familiarise you with two of the programmes for teachers that 
Léargas manages, i.e. Erasmus+ and eTwinning, giving teachers ideas for projects and 
tools they can use to collaborate with other schools in Europe. 
 
Erasmus+ provides funding to the education sector to carry out a wide range of 
projects involving staff, learners and the wider school community.  
 
Schools/Organisations can send their staff to other participating countries for teaching 
assignments or training (under Key Action 1), or cooperate with other organisations to 
meet common challenges in innovative ways (under Key Action 2).  
 
eTwinning is a free online platform for schools. The aim of the tool is twofold – one 
that is it used in the classroom for students to interact on projects with other students 
across Europe and the other that is used by the teachers for peer learning, support and 
CPD. 

 
WELLBEING 

  F1811 1. Teaching Whole-heartedly; building the foundation for lifelong adventure 
This innovative approach places social and emotional learning as the bedrock of all 
other learning. Our experience shows how the implementation of wholehearted 
teaching methods can transform students’ learning experience.  
 
Based on 15 years of experience across class levels and individual abilities, we will 
outline how to prioritise heart learning and a strengths-based learning environment 
where students feel valued, heard and understood.  
 
This approach includes being vulnerable with our students, actively listening, 
cultivating empathy, practising mindfulness and in summary nurturing our students 
from the inside out.  
 
The response from our students and parents has been encouraging. We have since 
organised workshops for teachers, SNAs and parents to share our story and received 
positive feedback. 

 

  F1857 2. Weaving Well-Being: Learning to Flourish 
This showcase will provide an introduction to Positive Psychology, the science of well-
being and flourishing. It will show how we can learn to flourish using evidence-based 
skills and strategies based on Professor Martin Seligman's PERMA theory of well-being. 
A life-long journey in well-being can begin in childhood and schools can play a unique 
and powerful role in this process. Ideas from the Weaving Well-Being programme will 
be presented. 

 

 F1832 3. Outdoor Learning to support PE and Wellbeing 
This pilot project involved combining PE and Outdoor Education to promote wellbeing 
at junior cycle. The aims were to promote student wellbeing, help develop skills and 
understanding towards maintaining wellbeing for life. Outdoor education promotes 
the development of an active and healthy lifestyle, a sense of achievement as well as 
lifelong enjoyment of and participation in activity. 
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Outcomes demonstrated the pilot project was successful in meeting goals. Student 
voice feedback showed positive personal experiences and highlighted pride in 
overcoming. 

 

F1847 4. Ficheall.ie - Chess for All Primary Schools 
Ficheall.ie’s ambition is to build a volunteer-led and not-for-profit organisation which 
promotes the playing of chess in primary schools through participative chess 
tournaments and empowering teachers to lead chess teaching in their schools. 
 
Ficheall.ie provide support to primary school teachers who wish to make the benefits 
of chess available to their students - even teachers with zero chess knowledge. 
Ficheall.ie provide the necessary teaching resources and advice for teachers to develop 
chess among their students. We also organise friendly inter-school tournaments for 
schools. 
 
Chess teaches students patience, determination, impulse control, forward planning, 
decision-making, problem-solving and social skills. Most importantly, the process of 
learning chess provides students and teachers with a novel opportunity to learn 
something new and in doing so break down their fixed mindset by ripping apart the 
stereotype that chess is for the academically gifted. 
 
Chess is for the life-long learners we want our students to be. 
 

  F1835 5. Whole school wellbeing - 3 Good Things and ENERGY programme 
In our school we have introduced a section in our diary called 3 Good Things. Using the 
research of Dr. Martin Seligman we know that being positive can have positive mental 
health benefits.  
Using the Young Scientist programme we have conducted research as to its 
effectiveness. We have built on it for 2018/19 and incorporated it into a whole school 
wellbeing programme called the ENERGY programme, which we are happy to share. 
The Energy programme calls for students to take a 2 week challenge in each of the 
following areas: Exercise, Nutrition, Random Acts of Kindness, Exhale/Inhale – 
Breathing, Good Things - Three Good things, Your Internet Safety. 

 
F1819 6. Wellbeing Warriors – Wellbeing Afterschool Clubs 

Wellbeing Warriors supports children's mental health outside of school hours. 
Exploring current social and emotional issues facing schools today such as anxiety, 
bullying, resilience and self-esteem, the club aims to provide a safe space for children 
to express their feelings with trusted adults, regulate their emotions and have fun! 
 
Wellbeing Warriors was created as an afterschool program for primary school children 
to access skills around self-awareness, positive change and emotional literacy.  
 
It has expanded since its origin in January 2017 to more schools including DEIS schools, 
infant schools and Gaelscoils. 
 
In July 2018, the first Wellbeing Warriors Summer Camp took place and 
was huge success in both St. John Bosco SBS and Mary Help of Christians GNS.  
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Teachers and parents have commended the program as being "supportive for my 
child's mental health and wellbeing. He always comes home feeling relaxed and 
happy." Children have given feedback and promoted wellbeing and positive skills 
among their peers outside of the group. 
 
We look forward to sharing the children's work and feedback at Féilte this year and 
our upcoming training for teachers and support staff in the new academic year.  
 

  F1818 7. Healthy Eating Resource Pack 
This healthy Eating Pack (HEP) consists of nine lesson plans accompanied with 
PowerPoint presentations and supporting material for each lesson including 
background information and task cards.  
 
The lessons are sequenced in an appropriate manner, where students are provided 
with basic information in the earlier lessons and this is developed on as the lessons 
progress.  
 
Topics include physical activity, traffic light labels, macronutrients, hydration, sugar, 
food labels, energy systems, and ergogenic aids. It is intended that teachers complete 
the lessons in sequence.  
 
A lot of research has gone into making this project a very valuable resource for use in 
schools. The nutrition content has been approved by registered dietitian and teachers 
can be confident that the nutrition content in the HEP is current best practice.  
 
We have designed the resource pack with a view to accessing all students and year 
groups, and it is hoped that teachers can use some if not all of the material over the 
course of a student’s time in secondary school. 
   

 

 
DIGITAL 

    F1810 1. Green Screen Film Making in the Classroom 
Green Screen Film Making was once only available to those with a Hollywood budget. 
Now it can be easily achieved through a simple app on the iPad. With the limitless 
imaginations of children it can transform activities in the classroom.  
 
This showcase will highlight a number of uses for Green Screen Film Making in the 
classroom and will show some work created by children in a Primary School setting. 
Join Cormac as he takes you back in time to the 7 Wonders of the World, to alien 
planets as imagined by children and perhaps even to a Galaxy Far Far Away. 

 

  F1870 2. MediaWise - enabling children to make sense of the media 
Children are growing up in a world where marketing messages reach into most areas 
of their lives.  
 
These messages are now so prevalent that it's more important than ever to equip 
children with the skills to understand the message.  
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Safefood would like to give teachers the opportunity to work with MediaWise, the free 
media literacy resource for primary schools. MediaWise has eight 40 minute lessons 
for each class with links to Language, SPHE, SESE, Drama, Geography, Visual Arts and 
Mathematics curriculum. The resource covers 4 key areas: what is the media; message 
and emotion; who is the target; and the influence of media on us.  
 
The learning objectives are to ensure children can:  

 Identify and describe different types of advertising.  
 Analyse - understand the purpose of a range of adverts and the techniques they use. 
 Explain how advertising rules shape the adverts that we see.  
 Evaluate - help children develop critical thinking about the commercial world around 

them. 

 

  F1884 3. LC Computer Science - exciting times 
The LCCS students learning areas will be computational thinking, programming 
languages, design and collaboration, computers and society.  
 
Students will be engaged in four applied learning tasks (ALTs). But what does all that 
mean?  
 
Meet some of the teachers who will deliver the course to those schools participating in 
the first phase. Members of CESI (Computers in Education Society of Ireland) will be on 
hand to explain from a classroom perspective, to demonstrate kit that students can 
expect to work with and to show some examples of what an ALT might look like.  

  F1815 4. Virtual Reality: Enhancing teaching and learning in a post primary school  
Traditional teaching and learning strategies have meant that students disengage when 
they are forced to read from textbooks for long periods of time. Todays "digital 
natives" need more than just words on a page to learn.  
 
They demand immersive and engaging experiences.  
 
Virtual Reality has exciting potential for educational applications. VR helps students 
feel immersed in an experience, gripping their imagination and stimulating thought in 
ways not possible with traditional books, pictures and videos.  
 
Enhancing and extending the learning experience is at the heart of what virtual reality 
can offer students, and is possibly one of the most powerful of all technologies that 
could help change how we learn forever. 

 

  F1842 5. Lights, Tablets, Reflection, ePortfolio 
Evaluation of the effectiveness of ePortfolios as a conduit for meaningful reflection on 
and improvement in teaching, learning and assessment using the Microsoft 365 
Ecosystem in Initial Teacher Education. 
As part of this initiative, PME students will be provided with support to further develop 
and deepen their pedagogical and digital competences and will record their progress in 
a learning log as an integral part of their ePortfolio.  
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Findings from the evaluation will inform the planning and implementation of 
ePortfolios for ongoing assessment on the PME programme in the School of Education 
UCD to include staff training and development. 

 

  F1820 6. An evaluation of our use of Google Apps for Education in both the English and 
Business classrooms 
We will demonstrate the benefits of using Google Apps for Education in a post primary 
environment. Through the use of Google Classroom teachers, students and parents all 
play an active part in student learning. Classrooms become timeless and boundaries 
disappear.  
It also offers students more responsibility to be responsible for their learning. Our 
students use Google sites to create their ePortfolios which travel with them through 
their 6 year experience in the school. 
 
Our aim is to focus on developing an awareness among students of the need for more 
creators of content rather than consumers of it. We have created a learning 
environment enabling the creation of synergies among students to facilitate deeper 
learning in a collaborative way.  
 
We developed computational thinking among students, to enable them to develop a 
sequence of steps to solve a problem or research a concept. We also plan to ensure 
their findings are fit for purpose, to give them skills of decomposition and abstraction 
of data.  

 

  F1824 7. Using Microsoft Teams and Microsoft OneNote for School Collaboration 
In September 2017 we embarked on a digital transformation journey within CMETB. 
We wanted to use the best in class tools to teach, learn, lead and collaborate. This 
presentation roadmaps this journey from the initial idea to how technologies are 
being used in classrooms and school administration. 
 
Teachers in a variety of subject areas will show how they are using OneNote, Class 
Notebooks and Microsoft Teams in their classrooms. We will also demonstrate how 
we are using Microsoft Teams in school management. 

 

  F1889 8. Creative Technology and STEAM Education by Make Create Innovate 
At Make Create Innovate, we offer STEAM-based educational experiences that support 
an integrated approach to learning for all ages facilitating accessibility, diverse 
literacies and gender equality in the classroom.  
 
Our showcase will display how Make Create Innovate deliver jargon-free, bespoke 
workshops introducing learners to conductivity, sensor-based technology and more 
with Makey Makey, Arduino and other technology tools. We provide all the equipment 
and materials required for our workshops.  
 
Having recently been successful in our application for Digital Clusters funding to 
establish maker spaces within a network of schools, we are delighted to share some 
insights from our experience with attendees at FÉILTE 2018.  
 



Page 12 of 23 
 

We will showcase how we plan to implement creative technology in this learning 
initiative and others to fulfill the objectives of the Digital Schools Strategy 2015-2020.  

  F1900 9. EMPOWER - Flip the Classroom  
EMPOWER - Flip the Classroom offers secondary students the opportunity to engage 
with PME students by hosting a series of active learning workshops in Maynooth 
University.  
 
It is an offshoot of EMPOWER-LMETB inspiring Global Citizens which brings students, 
teachers and PME students from 10 LMETB schools together to explore issues affecting 
our world today.  
 
Feedback from PME students has been positive. They thoroughly enjoy seeing how 
students learn in 21st century classrooms, the development education themes and the 
learning strategies exhibited in the one-hour workshops.  
 
Our secondary students also have the opportunity to participate in our learning hub at 
lunchtime in our school and sit on the teachers SHARE team. Active learning strategies 
are thus promoted further throughout the whole school community. A fluid classroom 
that empowers all in the learning process. 

 

 
INCLUSION 

  F1874 1. EDNIP: Embracing Diversity, Nurturing Integration, Learning for Life 
EDNIP aims to embrace diversity and nurture integration through working with school 
staff, parents, children and the broader community. It supports in-school and out-of-
school time programmes and activities and works very closely with the HSCL co-
ordinators.   
This project acknowledges the role the school can play in answering the need to create 
awareness and nurture empathy and solidarity - indeed for many the school is the 
societal institution they first come in contact with. 
 
EDNIP aims to support schools to integrate families and children: model effective 
interagency collaboration; promote integration; promote understanding and capacity 
building for school staff; nurture parent/carer and community engagement, all of 
which is informed by baseline data and literature. 

 

  F1895 2. The introduction of the Level 1 Learning Programmes (L1LPs) in one School 
Our showcase presents Level 1 Learning Programmes. Ten schools formed a schools 
network that piloted the L1LPs. Each school committed to engage with a number of 
aspects of the L1LPs. Based on students' IEPs appropriate Learning Outcomes were 
selected.  
 
Teachers developed lesson plans, activities and resources to support students learning. 
Students actively engaged with their learning and prepared (with support) a portfolio 
of evidence to demonstrate their learning.  
 
All teachers' participating in the trial welcomed the L1LPs, and there was a consensus 
that they were an authentic and meaningful curriculum that provided opportunities to 
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recognise the learning of students with learning disabilities in the low moderate to 
severe/profound range of abilities in line with their peer. 

 

  F1887 3. The North Tipperary ASD Special Class Forum 
This is a group established in 2016 for principals of schools with ASD special classes in 
and around North Tipperary and their teachers; the forum belongs to them. The focus 
of the forum is to facilitate the professional collaboration of the main stakeholders in 
the provision of education for pupils with ASD. The aim is to capitalise on our own 
experiences of best practice in education and policy for ASD classes and to share this 
with each other in a professional manner. 
The overall rationale for this group is to provide support and encouragement for our 
school leaders and also to improve professional practice and troubleshoot common 
issues which we are trying to manage as they arise and raise awareness of these 
matters for the NCSE and DES.  
 
Members are encouraged to share ideas raised in the forum so to improve practice in 
their own schools; members can reveal to others outside the forum what they 
themselves have brought to the forum for discussion; However, outside of the forum, 
members agree not to share or talk about issues raised by another school; in this way, 
members can feel safe to share their views.  

 

  F1826 4. The Equilibrium Movement Programme — Moving with Purpose 
The Equilibrium Movement Programme has been successfully implemented on a daily 
basis in Banogue N.S. for the past three years.  
 
Pupils engage in a different base exercise each week which are consolidated over the 
course of the year. The pupils are encouraged to set personal goals and to monitor 
their own progress. The exercises are based on the Fundamental Movement Skills as 
well as exercises designed to consolidate the acquisition of key developmental skills 
required for academic learning and physical education.  
 
The exercises are performed with all the pupils during morning assembly and usually 
take 3-5 minutes to complete. Since beginning this programme the teachers have 
noticed a huge improvement in the pupils' general movement skills, their attitude 
towards movement and their motivation to engage in physical activity.  
 
A noticeable improvement in the pupils' concentration, their attitude towards 
academic learning and their self-esteem has been observed by all staff members. 

 

  F1868 5. Creating a Nurturing School 
Nurture Groups and Nurturing Schools cater for children who have social, emotional 
and behavioural difficulties, low self-esteem, low self-confidence, self-regulation 
difficulties, speech and language difficulties and attachment issues. Through activities 
engaged in Nurture Groups and in Nurturing Schools, these children are enabled to 
acquire the skills that help them access the curriculum. Nurturing Schools embrace the 
child's whole life at school and cover all areas of the curriculum (including, SPHE, PE, 
SESE, literacy and numeracy) and ensure the whole school is catering for the needs of 
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the child/student, thus giving the child/student the best chance to begin their journey 
of lifelong learning. 

 

F1886 6. Pathways to Literacy for Children with ASD and Learning Difficulties 
In the acquisition of literacy skills, children with autism and learning difficulties present 
unique challenges to educators.  
 
Autism is characterized by challenges with language, communication and social skills, 
which can be heightened by the coexistence of learning difficulties.  
 
We have found that the use of specialised literacy programmes such as Edmark used in 
conjunction with other evidence based interventions such as PECS (Picture Exchange 
Communication System), AAC devices such as GraceApp and Grid, can greatly enhance 
the child’s ability to acquire literacy skills and gain access to appropriate curriculum 
goals.  
 
Each child with autism and learning difficulties, or other complex special educational 
needs has a unique learner presentation. We differentiate these programmes, apps 
and resources to devise educational goals that are tailor-made to each child’s 
individual learning style.  
 
We will present case studies to illustrate the progress that children can make using 
these strategies. 

 

  F1846 7. Creating LGBT+ Inclusive Schools to Combat Homophobic and Transphobic 
Bullying 
Representation and inclusion of diverse family types is becoming increasingly 
important in classrooms all around the country.  
 
Children need to see themselves and their families reflected in their school life and 
positive representations of LGBT+ families can also act as a preventative measure to 
combat homophobic and transphobic bullying (as required by the Anti-Bullying 
Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary Schools).  
 
This showcase will allow attendees to become familiar with different resources, 
guidelines and lesson ideas that can serve to build an LGBT+ inclusive school as well 
familiarising themselves with the 'Different Families, Same Love' competition for 
primary schools.  
 
Attendees will get an opportunity to access the free resources, as well as peruse the 
recommended children's books for LGBT inclusion. They will also be facilitated in 
discussions about how they might best implement some of the ideas within their own 
school context. 
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STEM 
  F1841 1. SciFest 

SciFest is a national STEM fairs programme for second-level students, encouraging a 
love of STEM and inquiry-based learning. Fairs take place locally in schools, regionally 
in the Institutes of Technology and DCU, culminating in a national final. SciFest is free-
to-enter and designed to be inclusive and accessible. Every student gets the 
opportunity to present their project at some level.  
 
Entry to SciFest is free and open to all second-level students, thus promoting diversity 
and making participation highly inclusive and accessible.  
 
SciFest STEM fairs take place locally in schools, regionally in the 14 Institutes of 
Technology, DCU, and St Mary’s College, Derry culminating in a national final each 
November in Dublin. 
 
SciFest encourages students of all backgrounds and abilities to have confidence in 
themselves, take up the challenge and get involved in science and technology. 
www.scifest.ie 

 

  F1891 2. Bringing Scientists into the Classroom - a bridge between teachers, scientists and 
students 
This project and showcase aims to create a bridge between the exciting work carried 
out by Irish scientists and Junior Cycle students in Science classrooms around the 
country.  
 
The project is hosted on a website that is freely accessible to all containing interviews 
with scientists aiming to answer the following questions about our brains:  
 
• What do real scientists in Ireland do?  
• What does it mean to be a scientist?  
• How does our memory work?  
• What is psychosis?  
• How does an MRI machine work?  
 
Along with these interviews we provide examples of their work, projects that students 
can carry out on in class and background notes for Science teachers to help connect 
this content to the Learning Outcomes in the Junior Cycle Specification.  
 
There is a particular focus on the Nature of Science strand and the Classroom Based 
Assessments. 
 

  F1901 3. STEM ideas from Junior Infants to Sixth Class 
This showcase will display how we incorporated the green screen in our classes, our 
use of the Makey Makey Kit, and how we fundraised and bought Bee Bots and Lego 
Kits for our school.  
 
This showcase will also feature how we incorporate STEM into other subject areas 
including literacy, SESE etc.  

http://www.scifest.ie/
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     Our school has enjoyed many science (now STEM) days held for children to 
showcase their work to their parents and the wider community.  
    From junior infants to sixth class we made marble runs, ramps for cars, parachutes 
for eggs, making slime and how we incorporate scratch from juniors to seniors.     
    Through these activities we have incorporated the use of science, technology, 
engineering and maths.  
    This showcase demonstrates how it is important that these subjects get more 
emphasis as currently all international research is showing their importance. 
 

  F1897 4. NanoWoW — small science with big ideas 
Did you know that Ireland is a world leader in material science and nanoscience 
research?  
 
AMBER – the Advanced Materials and BioEngineering Research Centre headquartered 
at Trinity College Dublin has worked with teachers and schools since 2013 to develop 
the NanoWoW resource. 
 
NanoWoW has been developed with and for teachers to meet the needs of children 
from 3rd – 6th class. NanoWoW is based on a social constructivist approach to 
teaching and learning integrating hands on activities with numeracy and literacy 
lessons, practical experiments and lots of fun.  
 
Our showcase will show you where the resource encourages the development of 
scientific skills in an age appropriate manner. You can get your free copy of NanoWoW 
at the showcase stand, and at our showcase story learn how children’s creativity can 
be unleashed through a design and make activity that brings the possibilities of 
nanotechnology to life in your classroom. 
 

  F1849 5. Learning about Cancer through Paired Science  
If we are talking about cancer, we need to teach about cancer.  
 
We have designed a Paired Science programme around the subject of Cancer. This 
seven week programme brings together pupils from primary schools and Transition 
year students to learn about cancer. The programme is also supported by staff from 
Waterford Institute of Technology (Calmast) and Eirgen Pharmaceuticals. 
 
The pupils learn about cancer in a sensitive, compassionate and factual way and there 
is a constant embedding of the 'Early Detection' message. Topics such as Body 
Systems, The Cell, How Cancer Starts, Symptoms of Cancer, Cancer Treatments, Living 
with Cancer and Working in the Labs are covered over the 7 week block. 
 
Biology or Science teachers lead the programme, but, the Transition Year students are 
very much involved with the education of the junior pupils. We are rolling out this 
programme to twelve schools in September, 2018. We have found it to be informative, 
trans-formative and a wonderful way to answer the many questions young people 
have about cancer. 

  F1872 6. RDS Primary Science Fair (Dublin, Limerick, Belfast) 
The RDS Primary Science Fair has new dates in 2019 and space for more schools to 
take part! If you haven't been involved before now is the time to take part. Entries are 
now open and will close in late October.  
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Dates for 2019: Dublin - March 6 & 7, 2019, RDS Simmonscourt; Limerick - May 22 – 
24, 2019, MIC Limerick; Belfast - June 5 & 6, 2019 in Belfast Waterfront.  
 
The RDS Primary Science Fair helps students to think creatively and scientifically about 
their natural environment, drawing on their innate curiosity of the world around them. 
Each of the Fairs will showcase a range of primary school STEM-related class projects 
and will provide opportunities for students to explore other schools’ projects and 
explain their class projects to their peers. The Fairs also feature an exciting educational 
entertainment programme for children including large-scale science shows and 
interactive exhibits. 

 

  F1816 7. Science on Stage Workshop —Putting the WOW into demos 
Science on Stage focuses on the natural curiosity of children and uses it to help them 
understand better the world around them. Science Education calls forth the inquiring 
mind and challenges it to explain what is observed.  
 
Science on Stage is a European initiative designed to encourage teachers from across 
Europe to share best practice in science teaching. The overall aims of Science on Stage 
are to:  
 
• Provide a forum for teachers to exchange teaching ideas for the sciences  
• Inspire and re-enthuse science teachers  
• Provide teachers with access to quality science teaching resources and ideas through 
workshops, booklets and videos www.scienceonstage.ie 
 
Ultimately, the aim of Science on Stage is to enable teachers to deliver science in a 
more creative and engaging way. 
 
The stand will be manned by Paul Nugent and David Keenahan, physics teachers 
working with the Institute of Physics - supporting all teachers of physics. They are 
founders of the Physics Busking Team which has presented at many festivals and 
events all over Ireland and Europe. 

 

 
LANGUAGES 

  F1890 1. Virtual Reality for Language Learning 
Moontour has pioneered innovative language teaching over the past five years at our 
Irish language adventure centre.  
 
We have developed a syllabus for our courses using an experiential and activity based 
learning approach.  
 
Our teaching methodology has won many awards, including the prestigious Language 
Label award from the EU for innovation in language teaching.  
 
We have now brought these methods online to support language teachers and 
students across the country.  
 

http://www.scienceonstage.ie/
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Our online platform virtually immerses students in their language, speaking Irish in the 
Gaeltacht, French in Paris or Spanish on the Camino de Santiago.  
 
Why not visit our stand to re-sit the Irish Oral exam or learn vocab sitting on a tropical 
beach.  
 
Visit online.moontour.ie to learn more. 

 

 F1828 2. Bilingual Library Books Gaeilge agus Béarla 
Using dúchas and locality to inspire interest in music, SESE, English and Irish in the 
children, as well as engaging with the new language curriculum, I have compiled a new 
bilingual series of children's books. A cd accompanying each book features children 
singing the story in Irish, in English and also comes with a backing track for the children 
in class to sing the songs together.   
 
Researching your own area and creating your own story as teachers and children 
collaborating together can be a project of great fun, as well as a source of independent 
learning which the child will actively engage in. 
 
As the first collection of books is to be debuted at Féilte, a draw will be held that 
weekend where one lucky school will win the opportunity to record a title in the next 
series, in English and Irish, and will have their children as the singers on the cd for that 
book. 

  F1852 3. Ros Wilson's Big Writing - a classroom approach to progressive writing 
The Big Writing approach in Scotland is used to teach a progressive curriculum. Using 
the principals of Big Writing, the children develop an understanding of how to 
structure and assess their own writing. As a teacher you can quickly assess if children 
are learning, achieving targets and actually understand what an opener is, capital letter 
or adjective. 
The projects focused on three key elements: 
 
1. VCOP- these are basic ingredients of all good writing. Vocabulary, Connectives, 
Openers and Punctuation.  
 
2. Setting writing criteria with the pupils - discussing how the children will know if they 
are achieving good writing. In the criteria will be a mix of VCOP and genre specific 
criteria e.g. all stories needed an opening.  
 
3. Self (and Peer) Assessment - the project outlines ways in which children can make 
real assess about their own and each other’s work rather than just saying ‘it was 
funny’. They become very focused on commenting on their craft. 

 

  F1861 4. LET's Stand 
In 2014, as a Class Teacher of 4th, 5th and 6th Class, I searched for a resource that 
would support me to train my students in the skills of Public Speaking. Unable to find 
one, I began to design one myself.  
 
This has since become LET's Stand. From Junior Infants (5 years old) to 6th Class (13 
years old), LET's Stand engages all students actively in an individualised child-centred 

https://online.moontour.ie/
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programme, developing their listening, evaluation and speaking skills.  
 
Students are supported and encouraged to progress through and present the 10 
projects a year at their own pace. A safe, supportive environment is created in which 
all students are enabled, encouraged and empowered to achieve their potential.  
 
Through regularly standing up in front of their peers and teacher and by listening to, 
observing and evaluating their class mates as they do the same, students’ confidence 
and competence in communication are positively progressed. 
 
Oral language, a key element of literacy, is stressed also within the post-primary 
curricula. The Junior Certificate English Guidelines lists the skill of oral language as one 
of its core principles: “Particular attention must be given to reinforcing and developing 
the skills of numeracy, literacy and oracy.” (p. 2). 
 
Equally, the Draft Guidelines for Teachers of English: Leaving Certificate English 
Syllabus mentions that it seeks to emphasise certain areas of study, one being 
‘Accuracy and appropriateness in language use both oral and written’ (p. 6).  
 
In summary then, oral language is at the heart of both primary and post-primary 
curricula and a key strand in the national strategy for improving literacy. The ‘LET’s 
Stand’ programme supports teachers to train students (aged 5-15) in these invaluable 
skills.  
 

 F1798 5. Languages Connect 
This showcase displays how learning languages can provide more options, more 
opportunities in any career, more experiences, and more friendships in a globalised 
world. 
 
Through this showcase you will see plenty of examples on video of Irish people using a 
foreign language in their work and sharing how this has enhanced their careers and 
personal lives.  
 
You will also hear industry experts talking about the imperative in Ireland to learn 
foreign languages in a world that is rapidly changing. 
 
Understanding the importance of supporting students of heritage languages with 
maintaining their competence in these languages will also be explored.  
 
Languages connect is an awareness raising campaign funded by the Department of 
Education and Skills that is there to support Modern Foreign Language teachers in 
promoting the value of learning foreign languages to their students and colleagues, 
and will also function as a means of directing teachers to other relevant support and 
resources. 
 

  F1809 6. The Power of Reading Aloud 
The power of reading aloud is one of the best advertisements for progress. This is 
probably the most powerful long-last activities that teachers can do to influence 
student development.  
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Research suggests that reading aloud is more important than worksheets, homework 
and book reports, but is often neglected at secondary school level.  
 
This is due to the pressures of curriculums and exam demands. However, this project 
will help teachers, parents and even students ensure that read aloud time is allocated 
in their respective schools and homes, but will also provide ideas, tips, how to guides 
and monumental research into the topic.  
 
This showcase will be engaging and informative as reading aloud should not be ignored 
at any level, especially in secondary school level. 
 

 F1812 7. Making Writers Crafters before they are Writers 
Throughout primary school and secondary school, every pupil is expected to be able to 
write evocative, persuasive, informative and engaging pieces of writing: do we give 
them the necessary tools to construct these pieces?  
 
My showcase will take attendees on a journey – a journey that will enable them to 
understand how we need to teach young learners to become crafters before they are 
writers!  
 
We cannot expect pupils to just write a descriptive piece: it must be a journey.  
 
How will I showcase this? I will demonstrate the necessary steps each learner must 
undergo before they should start their essay/story/piece. I will focus on ambitious 
vocabulary, ambitious figurative language, a range of sentence structures and planning 
and paragraphing.  
 
I will be showing to fellow teachers how they can enable their pupils to construct a 
wide range of sentences that are both effective and exciting. At times, we can fear 
grammar and how to use it, but I have created a serious of lessons, ideas and exciting 
activities for the classroom across primary and secondary that will make writing, 
whether it is persuasive, descriptive, informative or argumentative, interesting and 
engaging.  

 
 

 
TEACHING METHODOLOGIES 

  F1899 1. Adult Learners 
The best learners are intrinsically motivated; they enjoy learning and find it a 
rewarding experience. The most effective teachers instill intrinsic motivation by 
connecting with the student and facilitating a stimulating, positive learning 
environment.  
 
This connection is key to effective pedagogy when dealing with an adult learner, 
having respect for the learner and making an effort to ensure that the learner is given 
an opportunity to engage with the subject matter and learning process is of utmost 
importance.  
 
The advent of technology in Further education has served to enhance the teaching and 
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learning environment, we have been involved in the TELMS project and have 
introduced many of our students to the various pilot technologies that were being 
experimented with in CDETB, this has had a positive impact for both the learner and 
the teacher.  
 
We intend to share these insights with our colleagues at our FÉIILTE 2018 showcase. 

 

  F1896 2. Irish Prison Education Association: Promoting Prison Education 
We are showcasing the work of the Irish Prison Education Association (IPEA).  
 
We are prison educators, administrators, governors, researchers and other 
professionals whose interests lie in promoting and developing education and related 
activities in prisons throughout Ireland accordance with the recommendations of the 
Council of Europe (1989).  
 
We support education in Irish Prisons through our annual national conferences, 
lectures, newsletters and our attendance conferences. We run an annual conference 
and a memorial lecture on prison education, attracting delegates and speakers from 
Ireland and abroad.  
 
We have featured a range of topics relevant to prison education: research, wellbeing, 
mindfulness, basic skills, citizenship, Red Cross, European projects, desistance, 
dyslexia, creative arts, psychology.  
 
We have developed links with prison education systems in many countries which 
allows us to learn from best international practice, including the UK, USA, Sweden, 
Northern Ireland, Netherlands. Our work is supported by ETBI and by the Irish Prison 
Service. 
 

  F1881 
 

3. Toolkit for PE Xpo Projects 
PE Teachers will share Trinity Comprehensive's incredible journey over the last 5 years, 
highlighting how your school can share in the future of PE.  
 
This showcase will explore the benefits of students presenting their work at one of 
Ireland's largest universities, DCU.  
 
The most beneficial part of the programme will come in March, when students present 
their findings to their peers and a host of judges from the field of sports science.  
 
As part of this showcase, you will hear from the Overall Winning School's PE Teacher 
on the steps taken to achieve success. 
 

 F1873 4. How Hexagon Linkages Can Impact Learning 
Using hexagons as a learning tool and a form of assessment explaining the benefits of 
hexagonal thinking and how it impacts learning. Demonstrate and explain links with 
SOLO taxonomy.  
 
Hexagon linkages can be used as an introduction/revision of a topic, class discussion, 
or plenary. Students thinking becomes visible. One hexagon is one keyword, two 
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hexagons touching allows links between information.  
 
The more hexagons that touch the more links that are made. Understanding these 
links is the key, and the point where students learning moves from lower to higher 
order thinking. 
 
It consolidates learning, prompts thinking, which leads to discussion and an 
opportunity to build on literacy. The information within hexagon can be teacher lead, 
keywords or intentional links are given, or students can use notes to build a hexagon 
format.  
 
Examples of hexagon linkages worksheets, students work, class group activities, 
foldables and PowerPoint presentations will be shown. 

 

  F1850 5. Deeper Learning Series – Evolving Copies and Notebooks 
We have developed a series of copies and notebooks that we hope will enhance 
Teaching, Learning, Assessment and Reporting in every educational setting.  
 
Copies, notebooks and hardbacks have been the same for decades.  
 
They are used daily in all walks of educational life, but we believe that they are an 
underused tool that when used properly and progressively can promote better quality 
learning, teaching, assessment and reporting.  
 
The series promotes literacy, numeracy, learning intentions, learning outcomes, areas 
that require further study, student led reflection, AfL feedback, peer mentoring, oral 
feedback, keyword dictionaries and CBA's in the JC notebook.  
 
The series will continue to evolve to meet the needs of educational changes both 
currently in progress and in the future. 
 

  F1845 6. Coaching in Primary and Post Primary Schools 
Coaching is emerging as a form of continuous professional development (CPD) for 
educational leaders in Ireland. This project highlights the benefits coaching holds, not 
only for school leadership, but for learning and teaching throughout primary and post-
primary schools. 
 
By engaging with this showcase it is envisioned that attendees will:  
 
• Understand the coaching strategies used during this project.  
• How coaching benefits school leadership.  
• How coaching benefits teachers.  
• How coaching can be used as a tool for school self-evaluation.  
• How coaching can be used to implement change initiatives.  
• How coaching benefits students and its relevance in areas such as wellbeing, student 
voice and restorative practice.  
• Coaching and lifelong-learning.  
• Benefits of cross-sectorial coaching. 
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 F1894 7. 21st Century Skills; Skills for Life 
My project is based on my own work in the Ministry of Education UAE. 
 
In the lesson planning I incorporated 21st Century skills to all subjects. This enabled 
teachers and students to understand how these skills could be used in a 'real life' 
context. It made learning relevant and more project based/ hands on. 
 
First the teachers watch the 21st Century Skills PD. It is important as it reminds 
teachers of the skills that our students need in life beyond the classroom. Then the 
lessons are planned with one or more of the skills highlighted in the margin. The 
activity is linked to the 21st Century skills. The students then, as a reflection on the 
lesson, must find another application for this skill/ these skills in their everyday life. It 
can also link to a career they may have interest in and be stepping stones along the 
way. 

 

 

 


